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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  SAINT  THOMAS 


Public  Health  Department, 

31  Southernhay  East, 
EXETER. 


Mr*  Chairman,  %  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  fourth  Annual  Report  which  covers  the 
work  of  the  Department  for  the  year  I960. 

The  Report  covers  as  in  previous  years,  in  addition  to  the  normal 
Public  Health  duties,  the  administration  of  planning  and  byelaws,  building 
inspection  and  the  ropair  and  maintenance  of  Council  Houses. 

No  alteration  has  been  made  in  tho  administrative  boundary  of  the 
district,  which  consists  of  45  parishes  with  on  estimated  population  of 
34*598  in  mid  I960  and  an  acreage  of  114,592.  The  Exeter  City  Council  made 
an  application  to  tho  Local  Government  Boundary  Commission  to  incorporate  a 
large  part  of  this  district.  A  visit  was  made  by  the  Commission  in  May,  but 
at  tho  end  of  tho  year  no  decisions  had  been  announced. 


During  tho  year  the  reorganisation  of  the  work  of  tho  Council  as  a 
x/hole  was  again  very  much  to  tho  foro.  An  Organisation  and  Methods 
Investigation  was  carried  out  in  January  and  tho  result  was  that  tho  Council 
decided  in  September  that  some  of  the  work  of  this  Department  (which 
incidentally  had  boon  carried  out  since  the  formation  of  this  local  authority) 

should  bo  passed  to  a  newly  formed  Survoyor1 s  Department. 

Tho  maintenance  and  ropair  of  Council  Houses  was  taken  over  on  tho 
1st  October,  and  planning  and  byolaws  will  follow  sometime  in  1961, 


Tho  district  was  seriously  affected  by  flooding  on  tho  30th  September, 
and  again  during  tho  following  throe  months.  This  Department  was  kopt 
oxtromoly  busy  in  assisting  the  stricken  householders  in  many  ways,  as  will  bo 
soon  on  reading  tho  report. 

Tho  total  number  of  visits  for  all  purposes  carried  out  during  the  year 
was  9,913,  an  increase  of  256  over  1959* 

In  conclusion  the  willing  co-operation  of  all  members  of  tho  staff  is 
gratofully  acknowledged. 


I  havo  tho  honour  to  bo, 

lour  obedient  servant, 

K.  C.  BENHAM,  F.A.P.H.I., 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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1.  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

The  number  jf  slaughterhuuses  licensed  in  the  district  rer.iained 
at  7  which  is  the  sane  as  last  year. 

In  July  the  report  on  slaughterhouses  as  required  by  the  Slaughter¬ 
houses  jact,  1;58,  was  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  .agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food.  None  of  the  slaughterhouses  complied  with  the  constructional 
regulations  made  under  this  ^ct,  but  only  minor  structural  alterations 
will  be  necessary  in  the  case  of  two. 

A  great  deal  of  time  has  been  spent  in  advising  occupiers  of  the 
various  requirements  and  alterations  necessary  to  make  their  premises 
comply  with  the  Slaughterh  uses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1358. 

Owing  to  restricted  accommodation  3  of  the  slaughterhouses  could 
not  be  made  to  comply  with  these  Regulations  without  considerable 
additions. 

Under  the  Slaughterhouses  act,  1>38,  if  a  slaughterhouse  is 
materially  extended,  it  is  considered  to  be  a  new  slaughterhouse.  This 
applied  in  2  instances  and  the  necessary  planning  applications  were 
made  and  notice  given  in  the  local  press.  No  objections  were  received 
and  permission  was  granted. 

The  date  this  Council  recommended  the  Minister  should  fix  for  the 
constructional  regulations  t j  apply  to  the  slaughterhouses  in  this 
district  was  the  31st  July,  1361.  The  Minister  in  accepting  the  report 
altered  the  date  to  the  1st  October,  1361,  for  administrative  convenience 
so  that  the  Order  becomes  operative  for  various  districts  at  fixed 
quarterly  intervals. 

2.  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  was  30,531 
which  is  nearly  6,000  less  than  the  previous  year  (Table  A)  mainly  due 
to  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  killed.  The  number  of 
cows  slaughtered  again  showed  a  decrease,  but  the  number  of  cattle  other 
than  cows  an  increase.  The  100  per  cent  inspections  of  all  animals 
slaughtered  has  been  maintained  and  necessitated  1,184  visits  to 
slaughterhouses . 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  percentage  of  cattle  affected  with 
tuberculosis  has  again  fallen  (Table  3),  but  pigs  showed  a  slight 
increase.  This  is  the  first  year  in  which  no  beef  carcases  were  found 
to  be  affected  with  generalised  tuberculosis  and  in  only  12  cases  were 
organs  found  to  be  affected.  Two  pig  carcases  were  affected  with 
generalised  tuberculosis  as  compared  with  one  for  last  year.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  the  fall  in  the  percentage  of  animals,  with  the 
exception  of  pigs,  affected  with  tuberculosis  since  lo55  as  is  shown 
in  the  following  table. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30130268 
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1 

: 

| 

1955 

1356 

1957 

t  1358 

1959 

1360 

Cattle  other 
than  cows 

. . i 

5.83 

5.01 

3.9 

2.0 

0.48 

0.14  ; 

| 

Cows 

i 

19.53  j 

16.90 

15.2 

|  6.5 

1.4 

0.42  | 

Calves 

: 

Nil 

0.16 

0.28 

0.1 

Nil 

Nil 

j . . 

2.90  > 

7.70 

6.80 

;  5.6 

4.3 

4.7 

The  total  number  of  whole  carcases  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  81,  an  increase  of  one  over  last  year.  Table  C 
indicates  the  various  diseases  which  warranted  the  condemnation  of 
these  carcases.  Table  D  shows  the  number  of  various  parts  of  carcases 
and  organs  which  were  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Of  the  4,761  cattle  inspected  44  were  found  to  be  affected  with 
cysticercus  bovis,  an  increase  of  12  over  the  previous  year.  In  the 
majority  of  cases  the  cysts  were  in  various  stages  of  degeneration. 

In  one  morning  out  of  22  cattle  inspected,  3  were  found  affected. 

had 

One  had  10  cysts  in  the  heart  and  another/5  in  the  head,  but  in  neither 
case  were  further  cysts  found  in  other  organs  or  in  the  carcase. 

We  are  fortunate  in  this  district  that  the  Pinhoe  Cold  Storage  has 
the  necessary  facilities  for  storing  affected  carcases  at  the  required 
temperature  as  laid  down  by  the  Ministry. 

A  number  of  local  authorities  in  Devon  send  affected  carcases  to 
this  store  and  on  notification  visits  are  made  to  see  that  the 
requirements  are  complied  with. 

This  store  is  well  managed  and  no  diff iculties  have  been  en¬ 
countered. 


(a)  Animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  during  I960,  with  comparative 
figures  for  1959:- 


l 

• 

! 

; 

! 

Cattle 

exclu¬ 

ding 

cows 

Cows 

;  : 

Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

& 

;  Lambs  ! 

|  . 1 . . . i 

!  Total  number  killed:  I960 

1959 

. . . 

2,830 

2,713 

. 

1,871 

2,137 

. . * . T  {  | 

553  1  13,748  I  11,529 

586  5  18,228  !  12,894 

j 

j  Number  killed  at  I960 

>  Eastmans  only:  1959 

. 

2,269 

1,954 

1,771 

2,083 

480  11,228  10,417 

484  14,964  ;  11,820  j 

Number  inspected:  I960 

|  1959 

2,830 

2,713 

1,871 

2,137 

553  13,748  I  11,523 

586  18,228  12,894 

>'  r 
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(b)  Details  of  animals  condemned  and  destroyed: 


Cattle 

excluding  Cows 
cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

iJ-1  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis: 

i 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

8 

34 

36 

Carcase  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1,642 

1,733 

3 

2,861 

1,221 

Percentage  of  the  number 
affected  with  diseases 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

1.9 % 

21. 

10. 6% 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

■ 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

4 

\  8 

- 

- 

538 

Percentage  of  the  number 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

O.L4/o 

0.427c 

4.77= 

(c)  Causes  for  condemnation  of  whole  carcases:- 


Disease 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

1  PiSs 

Diffuse  Pleurisy  &  Peritonitis 

- 

- 

2 

i  io 

Septic  Peritonitis 

- 

- 

1 

Septic  Pleurisy 

- 

- 

7 

7 

Pyaemia 

- 

2 

1 

2 

Septicaemia 

— 

1 

- 

4 

Septic  Metritis 

- 

- 

4 

- 

Toxaemia 

- 

— 

— 

2 

Fever 

1 

2 

5 

5 

Immaturity 

- 

3 

- 

* 

Generalised  Oedema 

- 

- 

5 

- 

Jaundice 

- 

- 

2 

1 

Pathological  Emaciation 

- 

- 

6 

- 

Malignant  Tumours 

— 

- 

1 

- 

Extensive  Bruising 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Generalised  Tuberculosis 

i 

- 

2 

Acute  Sv/ine  Erisypelas 

- 

- 

1 

Acute  Septic  Pneumonia 

mm  1 

- 

3 

i 

TOTAL 

1 

8 

34 

38 

■ 


I 
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(D)  .analysis  of  carcases  and  organs  condemned  and  destroyed:  - 


Part  condemned 

.I—.. .Tt-.-.  .-rr. .ttr.r-.rmwrfiT 

Cattle  and  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

"Thole  Carcases 

1 

8 

34 

38 

Heads  and  Tongues 

”13 

— 

4 

415  ' 

Lungs 

’  352 . 

-  -fig-  “ 

2f4  : 

Livers 

1330 

1 

...2276 . 

646 

Part  Livers 

'1677 

- 

. 5.  ; 

Kidneys 

_  .  ,  A3  _ 

1 

13 

68 

Hearts 

.  80 . 

- 

. 9 . 

30  |. 

Planks 

I 

21 

r 

j  Messentery 

6  — 

2 

Spleen 

_ 23. 

- 

1 

|  Hindquarters 

- 

- 

:  5 . 

‘  2  1; 

Forequarters 

2 

- 

13  ; 

Ropes 

4 

- 

- 

Skirt 

.  85 . 

2 

Trimming 

- 

1 

4  :: 

j  Butt  &  Rump 

3 

- 

- 

""  •« 

|  Pluck 

2 

- 

144 

198  r 

Neck  &  Breast 

- 

1 

15 

- 

j  Hindknuckles 

- 

4 

8  I: 

Loins 

3 

- 

.5 

3  ; 

!  Legs 

- 

)  Shoulders 

- 

. 3 . 

1 

Tail  Pieces 

— 

- 

2 

Inwards 

- 

- 

- 

10 

1  Trotters 

- 

- 

- 

1  ! 

|  Lard 

_ 

- 

r-  S 

Guts  !  1 

- 

- 

:  4  • 

Collar 

- 

- 

. 5  . 

j'  Brisket 

- 

- 

Ribs 

1 

. 

- 

Skin 

- 

T . 8 

[  Pat 

i 

- 

- 

1 

j  Suet 

- 

- 

- 

. . 6 

THE  MEAT  (STAINING-  AM)  STERILIZING-)  REGULATIONS,  I960. 

These  Regulations  cane  into  force  on  the  1st  November  last  and  require 
all  meat  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  at  slaughterhouses  to  be 
sterilized.  If  no  such  facilities  exist,  the  Regulations  allow  the  meat  to 
be  removed  to  a  place  to  be  sterilized  or  destroyed  provided  it  is  delivered 
intact  to  the  agreed  destination. 

The  Regulations  require  unfit  meat  at  butchers'  premises  to  be  dealt 
ith  in  the  same  way  as  from  slaughterhouses. 

Meat  from  knacker’s  yard  must  be  stained  or  sterilized  before  it 
leaves  the  premises. 

Retailers  of  pets’  neat  can  only  sell  unfit  meat  if  it  has  been 
sterilized  or  stained. 

Medical  or  veterinary  schools  and  similiar  institutions  and 
manufacturing  chemists  may  obtain  meat  from  slaughterhouses  and  knacker’s 
yard  which  is  not  stained  or  sterilized. 

Zoos,  menageries,  mink  farms  and  processors  may  also  obtain  untreated 
meat,  provided  it  is  transported  in  locked  containers  or  vehicles 
appropriately  marked. 


I 
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Unfit  neat  in  this  district  is  collected  by  a  processor  in  the 
City  in  open  lorries.  It  appears  that  they  do  not  comply  with 
these  Regulations  and  negotiations  are  in  progress. 


3.  OTHER  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  other  food  stuff 
condemned  and  it  will  be  noted  that  over  13  tons  were  rendered  unfit 
by  flood  damage. 


Foodstuffs  Condemned 

Tons 

Cv/ts  | 

Qrs  j 

lbs 

oz 

'  Tins:  15 1 

! . 1 

2 

r . . . 

1 

5  1 

I "  6i : 

|  Bacon: 

O 

C- 

2 

|  16 

12  : 

:  +Tins:  12,155 

:  12 

j  7 

|  2 

|  12 

0 

j  +Marmite:  429  dozen 

i  14 

|  2 

|  16 

0  1 

+These  were  rendered  unfit 

due  to 

flood  damage. 

4.  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  food  promises  and  the 
visits  made.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  it  has  been  possible  to 
increase  the  number  of  visits  to  these  premises  over  last  year. 


No .  in 

No.  of 

District 

inspections  j 

Premises 

made 

Grocers*  and  General  Stores 

97 

t — 1 

r°s 

j  Bakehouses 

15 

16 

|  Butchers  *  Shops 

27 

84 

Premises  registered  for  the 

1  manufacture  of  sausages  etc. 

27 

27 

i  Slaughterhouses  in  use 

7 

!,i84  i 

|  Fish  Shops  (~ret  and  Dried  Fish) 

7 

2 

Canteens  (School  and  Works ) 

57  | 

2 

j  Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

7 

- 

|  Restaurants  and  Cafes 

38  ! 

17 

j  Public  Houses 

i  82 

i 

4 

!  Food  Preparation  Rooms 

|  : 

|  : 

23 

|  Mobile  Shops 

12 

. 3 . 

5.  ICE  -  CREAM. 


During  the  year  5  new  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice-cream  bringing  the  total  to  143 •  Only  two  of  these  manufacture 
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their  own,  the  remainder  buy  from  the  manufacturers  and  mainly  sell 
pre-packed  ice-cream. 

Of  the  25  samples  taken,  21  were  Grade  1  and  4  Grade  2,  which 
shows  the  high  standard  now  being  maintained  in  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  ice-cream. 


6.  IiELK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  I960,  came  into 
force  during  the  year  and  transferred  the  issue  of  dealers'  licenses 
fro,  the  local  authority  to  the  Pood  and  Drugs  authority.  As  this 
Council  is  not  a  Pood  and  Drugs  authority,  the  County  Council  will 
in  future  be  responsible  for  the  issue  of  licenses  for  the  sale  of 
designated  milk.  These  licenses  will  now  remain  in  force  for  five 
years  insteo.d  of  one  year.  The  necessary  records  have  been  passed 
to  the  County  Council. 

These  Regulations  will  relieve  ratailers  obtaining  licences 
from  various  local  authorities  in  'whose  area  they  my  sell  milk. 

The  position  regarding  the  sale  of  milk  in  this  district  is 
the  same  as  reported  last  year,  but  A  additional  distributors  were 
registered  during  the  year  bringing  the  total  to  38  as  shown  in  the 
following  table. 

Number  of  milk  distributors  in  the  District 

(  of  which  10  have  premises  outside  the  District)  ...  38 

Number  of  dairies  in  the  District  . .  20 

Number  of  inspections  made  .  A 

Number  of  producer/ retailers  . .  ...178 


7.  HOUSING. 

— 

During  the  year  55  houses  were  reported  to  the  Council  as 
being  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  were  dealt  with  as  shown  in 
the  following  table. 


Houses  reported  as  being  unfit  .  59 

Demolition  Orders  made  .  2 

Closing  Orders  made  . .  24 

Undertakings  accepted . 3 

Nuaber  deferred . 6 

No  action  ...  ...  1 

.^waiting  consideration  by  Comaittee  .  23 

Houses  demolished  ...  .  . .  10 
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Houses  repaired  and  made  fit  as  a  result  of: 

a)  formal  action  . .  3 

b)  informal  action  and  voluntary  . ..  66 

Number  of  visits  to  houses .  314 

Re -inspections  . .  . . .  435 


The  following  are  the  29  houses  on  which  action  was  taken:  - 
Demolition  Orders: 

Pidgeons  Farm  Annexe  .  Woodbury  Salterton 

Fawcetts  ...  ...  ...  ...  . .  Exminster 

Closing  Orders: 

1,  Denver  Road  . 

+15 ,  17  to  26,  Monmouth  Hill 
+  1  to  8  and  10  to  13,  The  Strand 
+  Luccombes  Cottage  ...  ... 

+To  become  operative  on  1.2.61. 

Undertakings: 

6,  Monmouth  Hill  . .  ...  ...  Topsham 

Seabrook  . . .  ...  ...  ...  Topsham 

3 ,  Milbury  Lane  . .  ...  Exminster 

A  decision  was  finally  arrived  at  regarding  the  proposed 
clearance  area  of  Monmouth  Hill  and  The  Strand,  Topsham,  which  has 
been  under  consideration  by  the  Council  since  1957  by  making 
Closing  Orders  on  24  of  these  houses.  These  Orders  will  not  become 
operative  until  the  1st  February,  1961,  as  insufficient  Council 
houses  were  available.  The  Council  agreed  to  develop  Globe  fields 
site  at  Topsham  to  rehouse  the  occupiers  of  these  houses,  but  at  the 
end  of  the  year  little  progress  had  been  made.  I  do  feel  however, 
that  we  have  not  heard  the  last  of  these  houses  as  once  they  become 
unoccupied  they  will  no  doubt  be  damaged  and  become  ar  eyesore  in 
the  district  and  will  then  need  further  consideration  by  the  Council. 

In  addition  to  the  10  houses  demolished,  2  houses  were  so  badly 
damaged  by  floods  at  the  end  of  September  that  the  owner  had  to 
pull  then  down  immediately.  Two  further  houses  were  also  demolished 
voluntarily  by  the  owners. 

During  the  year  4  houses  on  which  Closing  Orders  had  been  made 
in  previous  years  were  made  fit  and  the  Orders  revoked. 

Of  the  3  houses  on  'which  the  owners  gave  an  undertaking  that 
they  would  not  be  occupied  until  made  fit,  2  have  been  made  fit  and 
the  other  is  nearly  completed.  Sixteen  houses  on  which  undertakings 
were  accepted  in  previous  years  have  also  been  made  fit. 


Topsham 

Topsham 

Topsham 

Exminster 
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The  Minister  sent  a  circular  to  all  local  authorities  in  January 
regarding  the  survey  of  houses  carried  out  under  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  act,  of  1  ;54«  a  result  of  this  survey  463  houses  were 
estimated  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  since  then  the  number 
has  been  increased  to  606. 

Of  this  number  201  houses  have  not  uet  been  dealt  with,  but  it 
is  anticipated  these  will  be  inspected  and  reported  on  by  the  end  of 
1961.  The  following  list  shows  the  number  outstanding  in  each  parish: 


-ilphington 

•  •  • 

•  »  l 

9 

Huxham  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

4 

.ushcom.be  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

Ide  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

«  • 

1 

ushton  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Kenn  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

3 

aylesbeare  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Nil 

Kenton  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

3 

Bicton 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

Star cross 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

1 

Brampford  Speke 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

16 

Lymp stone 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

•  • 

6 

Bridf ord  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

7 

Mamhead 

•  I  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

1 

Broadclyst  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Nil 

Netherexe 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  • 

Nil 

Christow 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

7 

Otterton 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

6 

Clyst  Kydon 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Nil 

Pinhoe  . . . 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

•  • 

2 

Clyst  St.  George 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Nil 

Powderham 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

Nil 

Clyst  St.  Lawrence 

•  •  • 

Nil 

Re  we 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

Nil 

Clyst  St.  Mary 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Nil 

Rockbeare 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

6 

Cola. ton  Raleigh 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

Shillingf ord 

St. 

George  . 

Nil 

Doddis comb sleigh 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

Sowton  ... 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

•  • 

3 

Dunsf  ord  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9 

Stoke  Canon 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

Nil 

Dunchideock  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Tedburn  St.  Jfetry 

•  #  • 

•  • 

9 

East  Budleigh 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

12 

Topsham 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

36 

Exninster 

«  •  « 

•  •  • 

6 

Upton  Pyne 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

•  • 

18 

Farringdon  . . . 

•  •  • 

1 

Y/himple 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

2 

Harpf ord 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

White stone 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

5 

Holcombe  Burnell 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

Nil 

Woodbury 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

11 

Honiton  Clyst 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Nil 

I  would  like  to  point 

out 

that 

this  i«  not  the 

end 

of 

the 

housin( 

problem  as  a  large  number  of  houses  which  were  classified  as  "major 
defects"  will  no  doubt  have  to  be  dealt  with  by  Demolition  or  Closing 
Orders  as  the  cost  of  making  them  fit  will  not  be  reasonable,  partic¬ 
ularly  owing  to  the  high  cost  of  repairs  and  normal  deterioration  since 
the  survey  was  carried  out  in  1934* 

In  order  to  enable  owners  to  obtain  possession  of  condemned 
houses  within  the  stipulated  time,  I  would  ask  the  Council  to  give 
greater  consideration  to  the  rehousing  of  the  occupiers  of  such 
property  in  council  houses  as  they  become  available. 
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(b)  Public  Health  Act,  1336* 

The  work  carried  out  is  shown  in  the  following  table:-: 


Houses  inspected  .  199 

Re-inspections  . . .  ...  ...  261 

Informal  notices  served  . .  ...  ...  ...  62 

Informal  notices  complied  with  . ...  27 

Statutory  notices  served  .  6 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  ......  ...  2 

Verminous  premises  inspected  . .  11 

Disinfestations  . ...  6 


8.  BIPRCVEMENT  GRANTS. 

The  desire  to  improve  houses  by  way  of  Grants  has  been  well 
maintained  during  the  year  and  146  applications  were  made.  Every 
encouragement  is  given  to  owners  as  it  is  felt  that  many  houses 
that  may  otherwise  become  unfit  can  be  made  suitable  for  many  years 
and  will  do  much  to  improve  the  standard  of  housing  in  the  district. 

The  Government's  decision  last  year  to  alio?/  a  simpler  form  of 
Grant,  the  Standard  Grant,  has  been  well  justified.  Since  its 
inception  in  June,  1959,  139  applications  have  been  made. 

As  will  bo  seen  from  the  table  below  there  were  55  applications 
for  Discretionary  Grants  and  this  brings  the  total  to  398  since  the 
first  application  in  1953*  It  will  be  noted  that  over  £12,000  was 
paid  by  this  Council  for  41  houses  in  which  schemes  were  completed 
during  the  year. 

Until  sewage  schemes  are  provided  in  all  villages  a  number  of 
people  are  prevented  from  applying  for  Grants,  as  in  so  many  villages 
no  proper  drainage  facilities  exist  and  in  many  cases  there  is  in¬ 
adequate  space  to  provide  septic  tank  drainage. 


Standard  Grants. 

Number  of  applications  received  . .  ...  91 

Number  of  applications  approved  . 83 

Number  of  applications  refused  .  2 

Number  of  applications  withdrawn .  6 

Number  completed  during  the  year .  55 


Total  cost  of  schemes  completed  during  the  year  ...  £15,474 
Total  amount  paid  in  Grants  for  the  above  ...  ...  £6, 115* 12. lid. 

Of  tne  2  applications  which  were  refused,  one  had  carried  out  the 
work  before  approval  was  given  and  the  other  applied  for  the  re¬ 
placement  of  an  existing  defective  hot  v/ater  system. 
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Discretionary  Grants. 


Number  of  applications  received  . 55 

Number  of  applications  approved  .  45 

Number  of  applications  refused  . * .  Nil 

Number  of  applications  withdrawn  .  6 

Number  of  applications  deferred  .  4 

Total  estimated  expenditure  on  above  applications  £36,368.  17*  2d. 

Total  expenditure  on  improvements  .  £17,231*  7*  Od. 

Total  amount  granted  .  £12,231.  0.  Od. 

Number  of  schemes  completed  during  the  year  . .  41 

Amount  paid  in  grants  for  the  above  schemes  ..  £12,367.  0.  Od. 


9.  CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR. 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received 
during  the  year,  but  2  applications  were  made  for  such  Certificates 
issued  in  previous  years  to  be  cancelled.  These  were  granted  as  the 
work  had  been  completed.  As  mentioned  in  my  report  last  year,  these 
Certificates  now  seem  to  have  served  their  useful  purpose. 


10.  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

a)  Caravans . 

The  year  I960  will  be  remembered  as  an  important  one  for 
caravans,  as  a  new  Act,  The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development 
Act,  I960,  came  into  force  on  the  29th  August  and  amended  section 
269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1536.  This  Act  provided  for  a  new 
licensing  system  for  caravans  to  control  the  location  of  and  improve 
conditions  on  caravan  sites. 

Dealing  first  with  caravans  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1536, 
progress  continued  with  improving  sites  to  comply  with  the  standards 
approved  by  the  Council  in  1958,  but  when  it  was  known  that  a  new 
Act  was  forthcoming,  work  naturally  eased  off  until  the  full  effect 
was  known. 

Up  to  the  end  of  August,  31  applications  for  a  Public  Health 
Licence  were  received  and  dealt  with  as  shown  in  the  following  table. 


New  applications 


Approved  .  17 

Disapproved  .  3 


Applications  for  renewal 


approved 

Disapproved 


•  •  • 


9 

2 
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The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  required  all 
occupiers  of  land  on  which  caravans  are  sited  to  apply  for  a  site 
licence  before  the  28th  October,  I960,  after  which  date  licences 
granted  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ceased.  The  Act  makes  it  an 
offence  to  occupy  land  as  a  caravan  site  unless  the  occupier  holds  a 
site  licence.  It  should  be  noted  that  this  Act  only  applies'  to 
caravans,  and  other  moveable  dwellings,  including  tents,  will  continue 
to  be  controlled  by  the  Public  Health  act  of  1936. 

This  act  differentiates  between  those  applicants  who  had 

£ 

specific  planning  permission  and  those  who  did  not,  i.e.  sites 
established  before  the  commencement  of  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
act,  1347  >  or  because  they  had  been  used  in  the  past  for  more  than 
4  years  without  planning  permission. 

Where  an  applicant  had  planning  permission  of  more  than  6  months 
duration,  the  Council  had  to  issue  a  site  licence  within  2  months. 

The  duration  of  this  licence  to  be  for  the  same  period  as  granted  in 
the  planning  consent  prior  to  the  29th  August,  I960. 

In  the  case  of  those  who  did  not  have  planning  consent  the 
application  had  to  be  referred  to  the  planning  authority  and  a  site 
licence  issued  by  the  Council  within  6  weeks  if  consent  was  granted. 

It  will  be  noted  therefore,  that  a  site  licence  can  only  be 
granted  to  an  applicant  who  has  planning  permission.  Under  the 
repealed  legislation  this  was  not  necessary  and  it  often  happened 
that  a  Public  Health  Licence  was  granted,  as  a  decision  had  to  be 
given  within  one  month,  whilst  planning  consent  was  subsequently 
refused. 

as  regards  new  sites  the  applicant  must  first  get  planning 
permission  and  when  this  is  granted  the  local  authority  must  issue 
a  site  licence  within  6  weeks.  As  pointed  out  by  the  Minister  this 
will  entail  close  co-operation  and  consultation  between  the  planning 
authority  and  the  local  authority  who  are  responsible  for  the  issue 
of  the  site  licence. 

In  granting  a  site  licence  a  local  authority  may  issue  it 
subject  to  such  conditions  as  they  think  necessary  or  desirable. 

The  Minister  issued  model  standards  for  residential  and  holiday 
sites  and  this  Council  agreed  to  adopt  these  standards. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  standards  adopted  by  this  Council 
for  the  provision  of  sanitary  accommodation,  drainage,  water  supply 
and  the  space  between  the  caravans  in  1958,  were  similiar  to  the 
model  standards.  The  new  ones  however,  require  in  addition,  the 
provision  of  baths  or  showers,  wash  basins,  laundry  facilities  and 
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the  provision  of  space  for  car  parking  and  recreation,  roads,  paths 
and  for  caravans  to  be  parked  on  hard  standings. 

The  Act  allows  certain  exemptions  from  the  need  to  apply  for  a 
site  licence,  such  as  where  a  caravan  is  sited  in  the  curtilage  of 
a  dwelling  hou. e  and  its  use  is  incidental  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
house,  This  exemption  will  cover  a  number  of  caravans  in  this 
dis trict. 

If  a  site  operator  holds  a  certificate  of  exemption  from  the 
Caravan  Club,  he  need  not  apply  for  a  site  licence  and  one  has  been 
granted  in  this  district. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  regarding  site  licences 
from  the  29th  August  to  the  end  of  the  year. 


Number  of  applications  received  . .  ... 

Number  without  planning  approval  and  referred 
to  the  planning  department 

Number  of  site  licences  granted  . 

Number  of  site  licences  refused  ...  . 

Number  pending  at  the  end  of  the  year  . 


.. .  91 

...  63 

...  49 

...  1 
...  41 


A  considerable  amount  of  time  has  been  spent  in  advising 
applicants  of  the  requirements  of  the  law  and  the  standards  approved 
by  the  Council.  I  am  confident  that  these  new  standards  will  do 
much  to  improve  conditions  on  the  caravan  sites  in  this  district, 
although  in  the  main  many  were  provided  with  reasonable  facilities 
under  the  repealed  .ict.  It  will  take  some  time  for  all  sites  to 
comply  with  the  new  standards  as  a  considerable  amount  of  work  is 
involved  on  many,  but  schemes  have  been  prepared  by  some  of  the 
lice  nee  holders . 


b)  Tents. 


The  use  of  land  for  tents  during  the  summer  again  presented 
a  serious  problem  to  the  department  especially  in  the  Ladram  Bay 
area  where  there  were  over  160  tents  in  occupation  during  the  early 
part  of  August. 

It  was  surprising  so  many  tents  'were  in  use  in  view  of  the  wet 
summer,  but  the  weather  appeared  to  have  no  effect  on  the  enthusiasm 
for  this  type  of  holiday. 

The  Council  adopted  public  health  standards  for  tents,  similiar 
to  those  for  caravans,  but  were  approved  too  late  in  the  year  to 
become  effective.  The  main  camping  areas  were  visited  at  least 
weekly  during  the  summer  and  there  is  a  need  for  improving  water 
and  sanitary  facilities  as  well  as  drainage  points.  The  disposal 
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of  refuse  was  also  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  on  occasions,  due 
□a inly  to  the  carelessness  of  the  campers,  but  on  the  whole  the 
large  camping  site  at  La dram  Bay  was  kept  clean  and  tidy. 

c)  Court  Proceedings. 

Proceedings  were  taken  in  4  cases,  3  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  and  one  for  the  non-conplience  with  an  Enforcement  Notice, 
particulars  of  which  are  as  follows:  - 

Case  A.  Using  a  field  during  the  summer  months  of  1959  for 

tents  and  caravans  without  a  licence  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 

1336. 

• 

The  case  was  dismissed  as  the  defendant  satisfied  the  Magis¬ 
trates  that  during  part  of  the  period  when  the  land  was  occupied, 
the  only  moveable  dwelling  was  occupied  by  his  son. 

A  daily  check  had  been  made  from  the  21st  June  to  the  6th 
.august,  1>60,  and  it  was  found  that  the  site  was  occupied  on  each 
day,  the  maximum  being  43  tents  and  3  caravans.  I  consider  we  had 
good  grounds  on  which  to  appeal. 

Case  B.  Failing  to  comply  with  the  conditions  attached  to 

the  licence  issued  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  a 
residential  caravan  site. 

The  defendant  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  £5* 

Case  C.  Six  months  later  a  further  case  was  taken  against 

the  defendant  in  (b)  for  non-conplience  with  the  conditions  of  his 
licence. 

He  again  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  a  maximum  penalty  of  £5 
with  3  guineas  costs  and  given  one  month  in  which  to  complete  the 
work. 


The  necessary  work  was  carried  out. 

Case  D.  Failing  to  comply  with  an  Enforcement  Notice 

requiring  the  removal  of  a  caravan. 

The  defendant  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  £5  with  3  guineas 
costs  and  given  28  days  in  which  to  move  the  caravan. 

The  caravan  was  moved  before  the  expiry  data. 

d)  Inspection  of  Moveable  Dwellings. 

a  total  of  362  visits  were  made  to  moveable  dwellings  during 
the  year  which  is  48  more  than  the  previous  year. 
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11,  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 


.us  from  the  1st  October,  the  responsibility  for  the 
maintenance  of  council  houses  was  transferred  to  the  new  Surveyor's 
Department  and  this  report  is  therefore  for  the  nine  months  ending 
the  31st  September. 

During  this  period  the  Council  served  notices  to  quit  on  4 
tenants,  2  at  Exminster  and  one  each  at  Lympstone  and  Starcross, 
eventually  obtained  possession  without  court  proceedings.  All  4 
houses  were  found  to  be  infested  and  were  fumigated  and  completely 
redecorated  before  being  relet. 

The  3  remaining  tenants  at  the  Chancel  Lane  flats  at  Pinhoe 
were  rehoused  during  the  year  and  the  site  derequisitioned.  A 
house  at  Mil  cocks  Road,  Pinhoe,  was  made  into  2  flats  to  accomodate 
2  families. 

Five  houses  at  Upton  j.yne  were  conveyed  to  the  Council  by  a 
deed  of  gift  from  the  Viscount  St.  Cyres.  These  cottages  v/ill  need 
considerable  reconditioning  to  be  made  suitable  for  occupation  other 
than  for  a  temporary  period. 

The  carrying  out  of  maintenance  repairs  by  local  builders 
continued  as  in  previous  years  and  some  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  getting  repairs  attended  to  as  quickly  as  we  would  have  wished. 
1,068  orders  were  sent  for  repairs  to  council  houses  during  this 
period. 

Tenders  for  the  painting  of  the  following  houses  were  prepared 
and  contracts  accepted  by  the  Council. 


56  - 

62,  Chudleigh  Road 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

Alphington. 

30  - 

AO,  Church  Road 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

alphington. 

1  - 

30,  Raglans  ... 

•  •  « 

•  • 

•  •  ♦ 

Alphington. 

1  - 

12,  Park  Close  ... 

•  •  • 

•  • 

«  •  • 

Clyst  Hydon. 

1  & 

2,  Council  houses 

•  •  « 

•  • 

•  •  • 

Longdown. 

1  - 

7,  Bradfield  Road 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

Pinhoe. 

1  - 

24,  De  la  Rue  Way 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

Pinhoe. 

2  - 

16,  Lands  Road  ... 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

Pinhoe. 

1  - 

14,  Reynolds  Close 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

Pinhoe. 

1  - 

15 ,  Sanders  Road 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

Pinhoe. 

1  - 

4,  Old  Council  Houses 

•  • 

•  •  • 

Poltimore. 

1  - 

53,  Longf ield  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

Starcross. 

1  - 

10,  School  Lane 

•  •  • 

e  ■ 

•  •  • 

Tedburn  St.  Mary. 

Tenders  were  also  prepared  for  painting  the  undermentioned,  but 
not  accepted  by  the  Council  as  an  ii  sufficient  number  of  tenders  were 
received.  It  was  decided  to  re-a<3vc  rtise  in  the  Spring. 


•  . 
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1 

Harrington  Lane 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Pinhoe. 

1 

-  8, 

New  Road 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Starcross. 

1 

-  20, 

7arb  or  ough  T  e  r ra  ce 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Starcross. 

1 

-  12, 

Gardiners  Close 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Stoke  Canon 

1 

-  16, 

Sunhill  Avenue 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Top sham. 

21 

-  35, 

Newcourt  Road 

•  •  • 

•  •  l 

•  •  • 

Topsham. 

45 

-  51, 

Exeter  Road  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Top  sham. 

2 

-  21, 

Exeter  Road  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Topsham. 

2 

-  27, 

Hamilton  Road 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Topsham. 

1 

-  4, 

Kaldon  Close 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Topsham. 

1 

-  4, 

Powderham  Close 

•  •  • 

•  ♦  • 

•  •  • 

Topsham. 

1 

-  10, 

Glebe  Cottages 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Upton  x^yne. 

The  following  table  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  to 
council  houses  in  addition  to  ordinary  repairs  and  maintenance. 


Parish 

Site 

Pork  done 

Branpford  Speke 

Croft  Cottages 

Paths  concreted 

i 

Clyst  Honiton 

St.  Michaels’s  Hill 

F inlock  guttering 
relined  and  made 
weather  proof. 

Clyst  St.  ILary 

i 

: 

1-6,  Council  Houses 

Premises  modernised, 
hot  water,  bathrooms 
and  flushed  toilets 
provided. 

Duns  ford 

1-10,  Lea  Side 

Erection  of  porches 

Exminster 

i 

Gissons  Estate 

Provision  of  pitching 
stone. 

East  Budleigh 

1-8,  Collins  Park 

Flat  roofs  covered 
■with  felt. 

Kennford 

Gissons  and  Belle 

Vue 

Provision  of  electric 
light  to  the  outside 
toilets. 

Newton  Poppleford 

: 

; 

j 

1-6,  School  Lane 

1-18,  Hillside 

Burrow 

Concreting  of  yard 
and  po.ths. 

Enlargement  and  re¬ 
surfacing  of  road  and 
provision  of  surface 
water  drainage. 

Sowton 

1-4,  Council  Houses 

Hired  for  electricity. 

j 

Stoke  Canon 

! 

1-12,  Gardiners  Close 

Provision  of  electric 
lighting  in  halls. 

| 

rroodbury  Salterton 

1-4,  Old  Council 

Houses 

Provision  of  mains 
water  supply. 

. 


•  •• 
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PLANS  AND  BUxNNING-. 


During  1360  a  total  of  1,053  plans  were  deposited  with  this 
Council  an  increase  of  111  over  1353.  This  increase  was  5  less 
than  in  the  previous  year. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  visits  shown  in  table  (e) 
shows  an  increase  over  the  previous  year,  particularly  visits  in  the 
course  of  construction.  The  total  number  of  visits  for  all  purposes 
was  3,420. 

The  number  of  plans  disapproved  under  the  Council's  Byelaws 
was  only  5  as  against  10  for  the  previous  year  and  it  will  be 
appreciated  that  this  is  a  very  small  percentage  of  the  plans 
deposited.  I  would  however,  point  out  that  a  large  number  of  plans 
were  amended  before  the  committee  meeting  to  make  them  comply  with 
the  Council's  Byelaws. 

Of  the  appeals  heard  against  refusal  of  planning  permission 
during  the  year,  the  Minister's  decision  in  17  were  issued,  9  were 
allowed  and  8  dismissed. 

The  following  tables  show  the  various  headings  under  which 
plans  were  submitted  during  the  year.  It  will  be  appreciated  that 
many  such  approvals  were  sought  under  both  Town  and  Country  Planning 
and  Byelaws  and  therefore  come  under  more  than  one  heading.  It 
should  also  be  noted  that  some  of  the  approvals  apply  to  plans 
submitted  during  the  previous  year,  and  final  decisions  had  not  been 
arrived  at  for  a  number  of  plans  submitted  in  I960. 


(A)  Byelaws  Only: 


(b)  planning  Only; 


Drainage . 

•  •  • 

3 

Additions  and  alterations  . 

63 

Conversions  . 

•  •  • 

1 

Garages  . 

•  •  • 

73 

Barns  and  Sheds  . . . 

•  •  • 

42 

Sites  ...  ...  ... 

•  %  • 

283 

Garages  and  Access  . . . 

•  •  » 

27 

Petrol  Installation 

•  •  • 

4 

Advertisements 

•  •  • 

27 

Caravans  . 

•  •  • 

78 

Electricity  Supplies 

•  •  • 

34 

Charge  of  Use  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

18 

Agricultural  Buildings 

•  •  • 

3 

Others  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

33 

New  houses  . 

•  •  • 

2A6 

Ne  w  Buildings . 

•  «  • 

5 

(c)  Planning  &  Byelaws : 


' 
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Conversions  and  .additions  .  122 

Garages  .  44 

agricultural  Buildings 

and  Sheds  .  35 

Business  pre raises  .  20 

Others  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  12 

(d)  Number  of  plans  approved  under  the  Council’s  Byelaws  ..  574 
Number  of  plans  disapproved  under  the  Council's  Byelaws  5 

Nuraber  of  planning  applications  approved  . 590 

Number  of  planning  applications  refused  ...  ...  ...  204 


(B)  Inspections; 


Visits 

re 

foundations  -  135  5 

•  •  • 

321 

-  1360 

•  •  • 

336 

Visits 

re 

drainage  •*  1353 

•  •  • 

618 

-  1360 

•  •  • 

646 

Visits 

re 

completions  -  1353 

0  0  9 

331 

-  1360 

•  90 

48  y 

Visits 

in 

course 

of  construction  -  1>55 

0  9m 

1,680 

-  1360 

9  9  0 

1,835 

13*  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

(a)  Collection. 

As  envisaged  in  ray  report  for  1253,  the  whole  of  the  rounds 
were  revised  in  May  as  a  result  of  the  workmen  starting  a  five 
day  week.  The  previous  4  rounds  were  made  into  3  and  with  a  few 
minor  adjustments,  it  now  appears  to  be  working  satisfactorily. 

No  new  vehicles  were  obtained  during  the  year.  Two  of  the 
present  fleet  of  five  have  been  in  use  for  14  years. 

(B)  Litter  Receptacles  and  Collection. 

There  are  over  150  litter  receptacles  throughout  the  district 
and  during  the  past  year  50  such  receptacles  were  placed  on  the 
Trunk  roads  and  further  requests  are  continually  being  made  for  many 
other  areas.  This  creates  considerable  work  as  a  twice  weekly 
collection  is  essential,  as  to  see  a  litter  bin  overflowing  is  in 
my  opinion  more  of  an  eyesore  than  a  laybye  without  any  such  a 
re ceptacle . 

(c)  Collection  and  Disposal  of  Trade  Refuse. 

This  continued  as  for  last  year  vith  all  trade  refuse  collected 
from  the  larger  shops  and  factories  charged  for  and  in  addition  many 


■ 
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of  the  larger  trade  premises  such  as  Messrs.  'Jhiteways  Ltd. ,  Carr  &  Quick 
Ltd.,  and  Fair bairns  Ltd.,  convey  their  refuse  to  tips  and  are  charged  for 
disposal. 

The  income  from  these  sources  during  Financial  Year  ending  31st  March, 
IjQ.  was  £208.  14.  Od. 

(d)  Disposal. 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  on  seven  sites  throughout 
the  District  (as  below).  The  area  of  each  site  varies  as  does  the  amount 
of  refuse  disposed  of  at  a  particular  site,  for  example:  - 

Chris  tow  Tip  .  2  loads  per  week. 

Clyst  St.  Mary  Tip . .  30  -  32  loads  per  week. 

All  the  tips  are  controlled  by  manual  labour,  the  sr.ialler  ones  by  the 
collection  team  using  it,  with  occasional  attention  by  team  labour  when  the 
open  lorry  conveys  covering  material  to  the  site. 

The  larger  tips,  two  in  number  have  tip  attendants,  and  again  extra 
assistance  by  team  labour  when  covering  materials  are  brought  in. 

The  Department  does  not  possess  any  mechanical  means  of  assisting 
in  disposal  by  puding  refuse  over  the  face  or  generally  effecting  good 
consolidation;  s^  that  such  consolidation  as  made  by  the  passage  of 
collection  vehicles  over  the  refuse  has  to  suffice,  and  this  is  often  the 
cause  of  irregular  surfaces  of  such  tips.  The  refuse  vehicles  have 
frequently  to  be  used  with  the  body  in  the  full  tipping  position  to  assist 
by  pushing  the  refuse  over  the  face  of  the  tip. 

I  have  for  years  past  endeavoured  to  persuade  the  Council  that  some 
mechanical  means  is  necessary  to  obtain  more  effective  disposal  of  refuse, 
better  consolidation  and  covering  of  refuse,  thus  a  much  improved  system 
ensuring  absence  of  voids,  and  assisting  in  the  more  efficient  pest  control 
and  regulated  surface  and  finishing  of  tips. 

The  strong  arguments  against  mechanical  means  are:  - 

1.  No  central  site  where  all  refuse  is  dealt  with. 

2.  The  most  suitable  type  of  machine. 

However,  with  the  advent  of  the  proposed  Alphington  Site  which  will 
deal  with  80^6  of  all  ref  lose,  as  other  tips  are  completed  the  first 
objection  will  be  overcome,  the  second  can  be  decided  by  trial  of  machines 
most  likely  to  prove  efficient. 

The  following  tips  were  used  during  the  year:- 

Chris tow.  This  tip  continued  to  serve  a  useful  purpose  for  that 

particular  area  es  only  up  to  2  loads  a  week  are  disposed  of  there  and  will 
last  for  a  few  years  yet. 
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Clyst  St.  George  -  Courtbrook  Faro. 

This  site  as  envisaged  was  filled  up  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
Unfortunately  a  no nth  after  a  mysterious  fire  broke  out  on  refuse 
deposited  during  the  previous  year  and  has  caused  a  considerable 
anount  of  trouble  in  endeavouring  to  arrest  the  spread.  Fortunately 
it  has  not  been  a  nuisance  to  surrounding  houses,  but  it  has  been 
impossible  to  complete  and  cover  down  and  level,  in  fact  more  refuse 
will  have  to  be  tipped  there  to  fill  up  the  burnt  out  area. 

Clyst  St.  Mary  -  Oil  I  fill  Lane. 

This  depression  is  being  more  rapidly  filled  up  than  appeared 
likely  and  will  most  definitely  be  completed,  unless  anything  unfor- 
seen  occurs,  in  the  winter  of  1061/62. 

Exminster  -  Trood  House  Area. 

This  tip  which  has  lasted  for  many  years  is  now  approaching 
completion  and  will  cease  to  be  useful  after  1j61» 

Kenton  -  Starcross. 

The  usual  practise  'was  only  to  tip  here  during  the  winter  months, 
but  owing  to  the  nearby  houses  being  renovated  and  not  occupied,  it 
was  used  during  the  whole  of  the  year  and  has  several  years  useful  life 

yet. 

Woodbury  -  Coombe  Farm. 

The  owner  of  the  site  has  agreed  to  a  further  area  being  used  for 
disposal  and  so  will  prolong  the  life  of  this  site  into  1362. 

Whinple  -  Strete  Farm. 

As  the  vehicles  have  to  travel  across  one  field  and  part  of 
another,  this  site  can  only  be  used  mainly  in  summer  and  then  only 
during  dry  weather  and  will  last  for  several  years  unless  we  get 
suitable  summers  or  a  prolonged  dry  period  in  winters. 

(e)  Salvage . 


The  following  table  compares  the  amount  of  materials  collected 
in  1360  with  the  respective  receipts. 


#  : 

;  Tons 

Cwts  ; 

Qrs 

lbs 

. 

|  bC  •  S  • 

d.  ; 

. . . . t 

Newspapers  and  Magazines 
&  Cardboard 

1  112 

: 

14  | 

: 

3 

14  |j  4-53-  1. 

i.  | 

Rags  and  light  metals 

7 

5  1 

0 

10  | 

!  240.  12. 

1.  i 

TOTAL  1360 

|  115’ 

13 ! 

3 

24  i 

!  633*  13 • 

2.  i 

Comparative  TOTuL  1353 

39 

. T  ' 

7  i 
• 

2 

53  | 

!  557.  11. 

!°.  | 
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14.  FLOODING. 

As  a  result  of  torrential  rain  on  the  30th  September,  1060 
serious  flooding  occurred  in  21  parishes  and  affected  some  466 
houses.  The  worse  affected  parishes  were  iilphington  11 j  houses 
and  Lyqpstone  102.  In  both  cases  the  flood  water  was  contaminated 
with  sewage. 

The  sane  evening  disinfectant  was  made  available  at  Lynpstone 
and  the  following  norning  at  Alphington. 

All  the  flooded  houses  were  visited  by  members  of  uy  staff  and 
records  made  of  the  extent  of  the  flooding  and  damage  to  property 
and  household  goods. 

On  the  4th  October  6  calor  gas  heaters  were  placed  at  our 
disposal  through  the  County  Fire  Service  and  were  immediately  used 
at  Lynpstone.  During  the  2  following  days  4  more  heaters  were 
obtained  through  the  co-operation  of  suppliers  at  Exeter,  Okehanpton, 
Ottery  St.  Mary  and  Sidnouth,  but  were  eventually  reduced  to  5 • 

The  systematic  drying  proceeded  throughout  the  affected  parishes 
from  early  morning  until  late  at  night  and  over  weekends.  These 
driers  were  found  most  efficient  and  did  much  to  help  the  occupiers 
restore  their  houses  to  normal  conditions. 

Arrangements  were  made  through  the  kindness  of  the  South 
Western  Gas  Board  to  dry  out  carpets  at  their  Gas  works  and  some 
hundreds  of  carpets  were  collected,  dried  and  returned. 

Special  collections  of  refuse  were  made  to  remove  large 
quantities  of  furniture  and  lino  etc. ,  which  were  unusable  as  a 
result  of  the  flood  waters. 

On  the  13th  October  flooding  returned  to  Lynpstone  where  14 
houses  were  flooded,  5  of  which  had  been  previously  flooded. 

As  a  result  of  further  heavy  rain,  flooding  occurred  on  the 
27th  October  for  the  first  time  that  year  in  the  Stoke  Canon  and 
Re we  areas  and  returned  to  Woodbury  and  Lynpstone ,  but  was  not  as 
serious  as  on  the  previous  occasions. 

The  drying  out  of  houses  was  completed  by  the  middle  of 
November  and  we  thought  that  was  the  end  of  flooding  for  us,  but 
on  the  4th  December  the  floods  returned  to  Stoke  Canon,  Latchmoor, 
Rewe,  Upexe  and  Cowley  and  were  much  worse  than  on  the  previous 
occasion  and  some  24  houses  were  affected.  Immediate  steps  were 
taken  to  obtain  the  calor  gas  driers  which  so  recently  had  been 
returned.  Drying  out  once  again  commenced  and  was  not  finally 
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completed,  until  the  14-th  December. 

A  great  deal  of  structural  damage  was  caused  to  houses  by  the 
flood  water  and  no  doubt  the  full  extent  will  not  be  known  for  some 
considerable  time,  particularly  to  cob  walls.  Four  houses  and  a 
thatch  church  collapsed  and  2  adjoining  houses  were  rendered  unfit 
and  the  occupants  rehoused. 

**.11  food  premises  in  the  areas  affected  were  visited  and  advice 
given  on  the  precautions  to  be  taken.  Over  13  tons  of  foodstuffs 
were  condemned  as  a  result  of  flood  dar.age  and  a  large  unknown 
quantity  destroyed  by  the  owners  who  claimed  from  their  Insurance 
Co.  puny. 


*i  flood  disaster  flood  was  inaugurated  by  the  Devon  County 
Council  and  the  records  made  when  visiting  the  fl.  oded  houses  were 
found  invaluable  in  checking  the  claims. 

As  will  be  realised  this  flooding  put  a  tremendous  strain  on  the 
work  of  the  department,  as  each  house  affected  was  visited  and  in 
many  cases  several  times,  the  drying  out  of  the  houses  had  to  be 
arranged  and  super vised,  but  the  routine  work  of  the  department  had 
to  continue. 


15 •  DRAINAGE. 


The  small  sewerage  scheme  for  Kersbrook,  in  the  parish  of 
East  Budleigh,  serving  10  houses  in  this  district,  was  completed 
during  the  year,  but  only  2  houses  have  so  far  been  connected  to 
the  sewer. 

a  new  sewerage  scheme  for  Doddiscombsleigh  was  also  completed 
and  several  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  new  sewer. 

The  Ministry's  approval  was  given  to  the  Otter  Valley  Sewerage 
scheme  to  serve  the  parishes  of  East  Budleigh,  Otterton,  Colaton 
Raleighand  Harpford.  It  is  hoped  work  will  commence  early  next 
year  and  when  completed  will  remedy  the  unsatisfactory  drainage 
arrangements  in  these  parishes. 

( i)  Existing  Properties. 

I’ remises  connected  to  sewer  .  24- 

x’romises  re  drained  and  septic  tanks  provided  ...  32 

Fail  closets  converted  t:  water  closets  .  51 


Baths  provided  . .  73 

Sinks  provided  .  ...  4-1 


Miscellaneous  drainage  work*  ...  . .  23 
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(ii)  New  Houses  and  other  Buildings  (Not  including  Council  Houses) 


Connected  to  sewer  . .  ...  158 

Connected  to  septi  tanks .  42 


16.  RATER  SUPPLIES . 


The  result  of  all  the  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 
analysis  during  I960  are  tabulated  below:  - 


Class 

j 

Bore 

River 

Land 

Spring 

Private 

well 

Supplies 

life,  ins 

North  Devon 
Water  Board 

Public  Health 
Department 

Satisfactory 

1 

3 

10 

8 

11 

1  Doubtful 

1 

2 

6 

7 

' 

2 

|  Unsatis¬ 
factory 

1 

1 

3 

10 

; 

TOTAL 

i  .  ,  t 

3 

2 

12 

27 

8 

13 

17.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Enquiries  made  in  connection  with  cases  of  infectious 

diseases  and  suspected  food  poisoning  eto,  .  43 

Miscellaneous  infectious  disease  visits  .  29 

Visits  re  disinfections  . . .  ... 

Number  of  houses  fumigated  . .  6 

Included  in  the  infectious  diseases  investigated  were  8  cases  of 
food  poisoning.  An  interesting  case  occurred  in  September  when  4 
families  were  found  to  be  affected  and  the  cause  was  traced  to  the 
contamination  of  pies  at  a  cafe  in  an  adjoining  district  which  also 
had  a  number  of  cases. 


18.  DISEASE  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1  '61- 

The  Council  continued  to  administer  this  Order  by  delegation 
from  the  Devon  County  Council.  Three  new  licences  were  issued 
during  the  year,  and  the  number  of  licences  in  force  at  the  end 
of  i960  were  16. 


CLEAN  ,IER  ACT,  1936. 

No  complaints  were  made  to  the  department  during  the  year  of 
any  smoke  nuisance . 


19 


15 


20.  FACTORIES  ACT,  1337  -  1 353. 

The  new  Factory  «*.ct  of  1353  transferred  the  responsibility  for 
the  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  in  factories  from  the  local 
authority  to  the  fire  authority  in  December,  when  the  necessary 
records  were  passed  to  the  County  Fire  Department. 


i 

The  following  are  the  particulars  which  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
require  to  be  included  in  annual  reports  showing  the  work  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health: - 


Premises 

..  (1)  .  . 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3JL 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers  j 
prosecuted  1 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1, 2,3*4,  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

22 

- 

j 

(ii)  Factories  not  includ¬ 
ed  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

4 

13 

1 

j 

: 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
( excluding  out-workers 1 
premises) 

20 

20 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Particulars  Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  ]  Number  of 

were  found  j  cases  in  which 


(1) 

Found  Remedied! 

(2)  (3)  j 

Referred 

To  H.M.  j  By  H.M. 
Inspector  ■  Inspector 

(4)  |  (5) 

prosecutions 
were  instit¬ 
uted. 

(6)  1 

Want  of  cleanliness 

-  - 

i 

: 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (s.2) 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 
temperature  ( S • 3 ) 

— 

- 

;  a  ..  . . .  ...............  ...  . . h.... . . . . 

Inadequate  venti¬ 
lation  (s.4) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

- 

Sanitary  Convenienc¬ 
es  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Net  separate  for 
sexes 

: 

Other  offences  again¬ 
st  the  act  (not  incl¬ 
uding  offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  Out -work) 

I  _ 

2 

- 

1 

-  - 

j 

TOTAL 

2 

- 

1 

r  „  -■> 


< 


•  ■ 


>- 


<  i  k 
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Nature 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

of 

out  workers 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

instances 

Pro- 

Work 

in  August 

default 

tions  for 

of  work  in 

Notices 

secu- 

list 

in  sending 

failure 

unwhole - 

served 

tions 

required 

lists  to 

to  supply 

some 

by  Section 
110  (1)  (o) 

the  Council 

lists 

premises 

| 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

( 6; 

(7)  1 

i 

The  making  of 
boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or 

parts  thereof 
made  whole 

4 

*• 

— 

- 

- 

- 

cr  partially 
of  paper 

: 

: 

Field  coils 

2 

- 

' 

.  fearing  )lla  king 
apparel)  etc. 

'  6 

— 

- 

*“  i 

Clean¬ 

ing 

and 

wash¬ 

ing 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Not  known 

4 

— 

- 

- 

TOTuL 

16 

- 

: 

21.  AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY,  HEALTH  ^ND  17ELF.Li.RB  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1956. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  carry  out  a  survey  of  agricultural 
holdings  as  required  by  the  ^ct,  but  11  faros  have  been  inspected. 
Two  holdings  provided  a  flushed  ¥.C.  as  a  result  of  verbal  requests. 


22.  PREVENTION  CF  DRiiG-E  DY  PESTS  ACT,  U). 

A  full  tine  rodent  operator  is  enployed  and  his  duties  include 
the  destruction  of  all  types  of  pests.  The  following  is  a  copy  of 
the  return  which  is  annually  subnitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food,  showing  work  carried  out  in  the  destruction  of 
rats  and  nice.  (See  following  page). 

The  nunber  of  complaints  received  shows  an  increase  of  37  over 
last  year  and  the  nunber  treated  an  increase  AT  136. 

The  sewers  in  19  parishes  were  baited  for  the  presence  of  rats 
and  only  8  nanholes  were  found  to  be  infested  out  of  180  which  were 

tested. . 

In  addition  to  the  poisoning  of  rats  and  nice,  the  rodent  operator 
regularly  treats  all  the  refuse  tips  for  the  destruction  of  flies. 

Various  types  of  infestation  are  treated  on  request  and  a  charge 
is  nade  for  this  service.  During  the  year  15  houses  were  treated 
for  flies,  14  for  hornets,  6  for  wasps  and  3  for  bees. 


. 

V. 
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Type  of 

Property 

Non  -  Agricultural 

: 

|  Local 
Auth¬ 
ority 

|  Dwell¬ 
ing 

i  Houses 

: 

;  .LLl  other 
( including 
business 
premises 

Total 
Col.  1, 
2  &  3. 

agricul¬ 

tural 

1. 

No.  of  properties 
in  District 

36 

j  3,903 

1,160 

11,093 

i 

806 

11. 

No.  of  properties  insp¬ 
ected  as  a  result  of: 

; 

(a)  Notification 

2 

112 

26 

140 ' 

12 

(b)  Survey  under  Act 

36 

1,326 

53 

1,415 

15 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g. 
when  visited 
primarily  for 
some  other 
purpose 

- 

. 

3,301 

148 

3,443 

j 

i 

111. 

Total  inspections 
carried  out,  including 
re-inspections 

321 

2,785 

53 

3,165 

37  j 

IV. 

No.  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sec.ll) 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by: 

Major 
(a)  Rats 

Minor 

36 

603 

i — 1  o 

1 

663 

H 

vn  i 

Major 
(b)  Mice 

Minor 

i 

26 

10 

36 

*— 

V. 

No.  of  infested 
properties  (in  Sec.v) 
treated  by  the  Local 
Authority 

36 

623 

41 

706 

!5  | 

. !. 

• 

1 — 1 
> 

Total  treatments 
carried  out,  including 
re -treatments 

256  ^ 

683 

47 

986 

13 

Vll. 

No.  of  notices  served 
under  Sec.  4  of  the  Act 

j 

(a)  Treatment 

- 

— 

- 

- 

(b)  Structural 
work 

— 

— 

•— 

: 

: 

van. 

No.  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was 
taken  following  the 
issue  of  a  notice  under 
Section  A  of  the  .tct 

- 

- 

- 

j 

IX. 

Legal  proceedings 

- 

- 

- 

X. 

No.  of  ’’Block  Control" 
schemes  carried  out 

— 

118 

i 

1 


' 


1 


,  .  4« 
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RUR.iL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  ST.  THOMAS 

Tel.  No.  EXETER  5425A/5/6  Public  Health  Department, 

31,  Southernhay  East, 
EXETER. 


Hr.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  ray  annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1360.  The  section  compiled  by  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has  already  been  circulated  but  is 
being  incorporated  along  with  the  report  of  the  Engineer  for 
submission  to  the  various  ministerial  Departments. 

Prom  the  report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  resident  population  as 
estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  increased  from  34,160  in  1353  to 
34,530  in  1360.  at  the  time  of  this  report  going  to  press  the  1361 
census  figures  are  to  hand  and  which  show  that  the  actual  population 
was  35 #334  on  the  23rd  April,  1361,  an  increase  of  3 >414  representing 
a  10. 7/^  increase  during  the  last  intercensal  period. 

The  standardised  birth  rate  of  18.8  was  slightly  higher  than 
that  for  the  previous  year  (18. 0)  and  the  standardised  death  rate  of 
10.8  was  also  slightly  above  that  for  1 353  (3.8). 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  was  higher  during  1360,  but 
the  great  majority  of  the  cases  were  Measles  (533).  Only  one  case  of 
this  disease  was  admitted  to  hospital.  Of  the  44-  cases  of  Dysentery 
nearly  half  occurred  at  the  Exminster  Hospital.  All  the  cases  were 
mild  in  nature. 

Finally,  I  should  like  to  express  ay  appreciation  of  the  help  and 
support  which  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Housing  and  Public  Health 
Committee  and  the  Council  have  given  to  me  during  the  year,  and  to  thank 
all  members  of  the  staff  for  their  willing  co-operation  and  assistance 
given  to  me  at  mall  tines. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  G-.  -uNDERSON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STAFF 
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MR.  R.  PICKFOKD,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

HR.  G.V.  MATHEWS,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
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MISS  H.  M.  ANDREWS  (coanenced  January  11th) 
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MR.  N.  SPIER 
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1.  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA: 


Area  (in  acres)  . 114,532 

Resident  Population  Hid-Year,  I960 

(as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)  ...  34*530 

Rateable  Hereditaments  in  the  District 

(as  at  1st  April,  1360)  10,335 

Domestic  Duellings  only  ...  . .  3,714 

Rateable  value  as  at  the  1st  April,  1^60  ...  ...  0380,773 

Product  of  a  penny  rate:  1360/61  . .  El, 557 

1961/62  . SI, 617 


2.  VITAL  STATISTICS: 


(a)  Live  Births 


j  Males 

I 

Females  j 

1  Total 

Legitimate 

261 

262 

j  523 

i 

: 

Illegitimate 

f  10 

10 

20 

Total 

!  271 

272 

!  543 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  ...  15.7 
Standardised  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population  ...  18.8 

+Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population 

England  &  Wales  ...  17*1 


(b)  Still  Births 


Male  s 

Females 

Total 

l  a 

Legitimate 

. 8  ' ' 

2 

. . 10™"  ”  ] 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

j  Nil  | 

Total 

1  8 

2 

j  10  | 

Still  birth  rate  iJe:r  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  18.0 
+Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

England  &  Wales  ...  13.7 


( c)  Deaths 

Hales  Females  Total 


235  245  480 

Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  ...  13.9 
Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population .  ...  10.8 

Death  rate  per  1,000  civilian  population,  England  &  Tales  ...  11.5 
Deaths  from  maternal  causes  . .  . . . .  Nil 


+Provisional  figures,  as  estimated  at  30th  June,  I960. 


. 


(d)  Infant  Mortality 


(Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  a go). 


Males 

Females 

: 

Total 

Legitimate 

|  '  4 

9  1 

Illegitimate  j 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

4 

5 

:  n 

;  J 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births . 16.6 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births,  England  and  Wales  ...  21.7 


3.  LIVE  BIRTH  RMTE: 


(Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population). 

During  1360,  271  male  and  272  female  (total  543)  babies  were 
born.  Compared  with  the  previous  year  the  total  births  showed  an 
increase  of  32.  The  standardised  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 
population  was  18.8,  which  was  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales 

as  a  whole  (l7»l)« 

The  total  number  of'  live  births  registered  in  England  and  Wales 
during  1  ;60  was  782,673,  which  was  32,503  more  than  the  total  for 
1355  and  represents  a  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  of  17.1 


The  live  birth  rates  for  St.  Thoms  R.D.  and  England  and  Wales 
during  the  last  10  years  were  as  follows: - 


\ 

1351 

. . . . 

1352 

1353 

1554 

1355 

1356 

1357 

1558 

1 35  J 

1  -60  j 

St.  Thomas 

R.D. 

: 

13.2 

12.5 

14.02 

14*3 

14.4 

13.4 

14.8 

15.1 

15.0 

15.7  j 

; 

i 

Standard¬ 

ised 

. 

16. 63 

15.3 

17.7 

16*3 

16.4 

15.3 

17.8 

18.1 

18.0 

] 

18.3 

j 

England  & 
Rales 

15.5 

15.3 

15.5 

15.2 

15.0 

15.7 

16.1 

16.4 

16.5 

17.1*: 

4.  ILLEG-ITIImTE  BIRTH  RATE: 

(Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births). 

Of  the  543  children  born  during  1360,  20  were  illegitimate,  i.e. 
2  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  ra.te  per  1,000  total  live 
births  was  36.8. 

The  illegitimate  birth  rates  during  the  last  10  years  were  as 

follows: - 


11951  |  1552 

1353 

1354 

1355 

1956 

1957  i  1358 

1953 

1360 

36.8 

. . 

St.  Thomashr  _  .  r  , 

R.D.  P5-° 

58.2 

. . .  * . 

36.  3 

51.5 

40.6 

58.8  j  33.4 

43.1 

-►Provisional  figures 


'  ■ 

. 

. 

. 


5.  STILL  BIRTHS: 
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(Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births). 

The  number  of  still  births  which  occurred  during  1360,  viz.  10, 
was  three  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  still  birth  rate  of 
18.0  was  below  that  for  England  and  ..•'ales  as  a  whole  (13.7).  The 
table  below  shows  the  still  birth  rate  for  the  last  10  years: - 


1951 

1552 

1393  j  1954 

1355 

1956 

1557 

1358 

1;53. 

I960 

St.  Thoms 

R.D. 

27.8 

24.6 

26.2|  14.9 

i 

j 

21.01 

28.5 

21.8 

23.03 

13.5 

18.0 

England  &  ! 

Wales 

23.O 

22.7 

22.51  24.5 

j 

j  _ 

23.1 

23.0 

22.4 

21.6 

20.7 

13.7  1 

i 

6.  DEATHS: 

(a)  During  I960,  480  persons  normally  resident  in  the  Rural  District 
died  (235  males,  245  females)  which  represents  a  corrected  death  rate  of 
13«3,  but  when  allowance  for  age  and  sex  distribution  has  been  made 
represents  a  " standardised”  death  rate  of  10.8.  This  rate  is  higher 
than  that  for  I960  and  is  lower  than  that  for  England  and  bales  as  a 
whole  (11.5).  The  following  table  shows  the  corrected  and  standardised 
death  rates  for  the  St.  Thomas  R.D.  for  the  last  10  years  as  compared 
with  the  death  rates  for  England  and  '.ales:- 


1 1951 

1352 

1353 

1954 

1355 

1956 

1357  i  1958 

1959  I960 

" . . 

Corrected 

1 12.0 

10.4 

14.9 

15.4 

15.04 

15.5 

13.9 

12.4 

13.05  13.9 

Standard¬ 

ised 

;  10.3 

8.7 

12.5 

12.7 

12.6 

10.2 

10.1 

3.3 

3.8 

10.8  ! 

i 

j  England  & 
Wales 

!  12.5 

11.3 

11.4 

11.3 

11.7 

11.7 

IfUllllUtlttft/lltlH 

11.5  1 11.7 

11.6 

11.5  j 

(b)  Age  at  Death 


The  average  age  at  death  during  I960  was  63.7  and  the  table  below 
shows  the  average  age  at  death  doming  the  last  10  years: - 


[  1351 

1352 

1353 

1954 

1955  ;  1356 

1357 

1958 

135  S'1 

1360 

Males 

66.9 

66.8 

66.4 

65.2 

68.1  69.1 

66. 8C 

66.19 

68.7 

67.3 

Females 

1  73.4 

69. 2 

67.7 

70.01 

70.1  ;  71.5 

70.03 

73.41 

72.3 

71.4 

Both  sexes ; 

70.05 

67.3 

67.05 

67.6 

69.1  '  70.3 

68.4 

63. 6 

70. 3 

63.7 

+England  M  j 

O 

66.49 

65.84 

67 » 06 

67.3 

67.58;  67.52 

67.76 

67.71 

67.85 

68.0  : 

cc 

Wales  F  ; 

71.22 

70.88 

72.35 

72.44  73.05  72.  5 

73.3 

73.23 

73.53 

73.7  j 

^Expectation  of  Life  from  "Provisional  Statistics  for  England  and 
bales  for  I960. 

It  any  be  noted  that  55  years  ago  in  1301  the  expectation  of  life  for  a 
male  child  was  48.53  years  and  a  female  child  52.38  years. 


;  :  .  .  * 

•1  -  * 
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( c)  Causes  of  Death 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  (data  supplied  by  the 
Registrar  General). 


Disease 

Tuberculosis:  Respiratory 
Other  for r.is 

Syphilitic  Disease 

Cancer: 

Malignant  re  op  las  u,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaonia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease  (angina) 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Hales 

Females 

Total 

2 

- 

2 

2 

- 

2 

2 

8 

10 

13 

4 

17 

- 

15 

15 

- 

5 

5 

24 

15 

39 

1 

2 

3 

- 

2 

2 

27 

33 

66 

45 

26 

71 

3 

5 

8 

35 

55 

SO 

7 

15 

22 

1 

— 

1 

16 

15 

31 

11 

4 

15 

2 

- 

2 

2 

2 

4 

- 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

5 

- 

5 

1 

- 

1 

18 

21 

39 

6 

- 

6 

8 

8 

16 

3 

1 

4 

235 

245 

480 

All  causes 


. :  t  • 


.V 


. 


. 


. 


.  • 
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The  most  prevalent  cause  of  death  during  1)60  was  that  of  heart 
sisease  (169  cases  -  35 •  2./  total  deaths).  Cancer  was  the  cause  in  86 
cases  (17. 9;b  total  deaths),  and  intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  such  as 
cerebral  haemorrhage  and  thrombosis  was  responsible  for  66  deaths 
(13.8/0  total  deaths). 


Deaths  due 

to  Road 

.accidents 

Male 

52 

Miliary  tuberculosis  of  lungs  due  to  Chr. 
Pula,  tuberculosis  accelerated  by  neck 
injury  sustained  by  nisadventure  as  a 
result  of  a  road  accident  at  Ilchester, 
Somerset. 

Male 

18 

Contusion  of  the  brain.  (Pell  fron  scooter). 

Male 

37 

asphyxia  due  to  fixation  of  the  chest  due 
to  being  pinned  under  an  overturned  motor 

Male 

2  6 

Fracture  of  the  skull  and  concussion  of  the 
brain. 

Male 

16 

Fracture  of  the  skull  and  laceration  of  the 
brain. 

Male 

43 

Rupture  of  heart  and  fractured  ribs  due  to 

accident  with  lorry. 


( e)  Deaths  due  to  other  Accidents 


Female 

24 

Fractured  skull  and  laceration  of  the  brain 
when  she  fell  fro:.,  her  horse. 

Male 

24 

Pula,  haemorrhage.  Laceration  of  the 
mediastinum  when  falling  from  roof. 

Male 

86 

Broncho  pneumonia.  Senile  atherosclerosis. 
Intertrochanteric  fracture  of  right  femur 
due  to  fall. 

Male 

53 

Barbiturate  poisoning. 

Female 

72 

Broncho  pneumonia.  Fractured  ribs. 

Fenale 

67 

Broncho  pneumonia.  Fracture  of  left  femur. 

Ik  male 

80 

Hypostatic  pneumonia.  Fractured  neck  of 
the  right  femur. 

Male 

62 

Broncho -pneumonia.  Fractured  neck  of  right 
femur. 

Female 

79 

Gangrene  of  the  right  leg.  Cardio  Vascular 
degeneration.  Fracture  of  loft  femur. 

Female 

78 

Pulmonary  embolism.  Thrombosis  of  leg 
veins.  Fracture  of  the  left  femur. 

Male 

17 

Asphyxia  due  to  drowning. 

Male 

53 

Drov/ning  due  to  immersion  in  water. 

Male 

20 

Exposure  and  exhaustion  while  on  a 
mountain  navigation  exercise. 

.’v.‘h 


' 
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Female  37  Pulmonary  embolism.  Femoral  venous 

thrombosis.  Fracture  of  left  femur 
due  to  fall  on  stairs. 

Female  5  weeks  Asphyxia  due  to  mechanical  suffocation 

in  bed.  accidental  death. 


(f )  Deaths  due  to  Suicide 


Female  62 


Hie  35 


Male  56 


Male  12 


Multiple  injuries  including  a  double 
fracture  of  the  spine  and  fractures  of 
the  skull  due  to  falling  from  the  cliff. 
Suicide  while  the  balance  of  her  mind  was 
disturbed. 

Gunshot  wound  to  the  head  and  laceration 
of  the  brain.  Took  his  own  life  while 
the  balance  of  his  mind  was  disturbed. 

Haemorrhage.  Severance  of  left 
internal  jugular  vein.  Knife  wound. 

The  deceased  killed  himself. 

Overdose  of  compound  codeine  tablets. 

The  deceased  killed  himself. 


(h)  The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  deaths  at  various  age 
groups  (from  returns  supplied  by  the  local  Registrars  of  Births 
and  Deaths) . 


!  : 

Age  Groups 

Hies 

Females 

Total 

Percentage  j 

Under  1  year 

1 

5 

r\ 

1.87 

1  and  under  2  years  j 

i 

- 

- 

i  2  + 

1 

- 

1 

.20 

;  5  +  | 

1 

- 

1 

.20 

10  + 

2 

2 

.12 

|  20  + 

| . 3 . 

2 

5 

1.02 

30  + 

j  1 

- 

1 

.83  j 

10  + 

i 

9 

7 

16 

3o3 

50  + 

|  33 

13 

51 

10.62 

60  + 

50 

35 

85 

17.70  j 

70  +  I 

t  : 

[  72 

38 

160 

33.33 

5 

80  +  | 

| . iJ . 

72 

121 

25.00 

30  + 

7 

18 

25 

5.00 

j  100  +  j 

- 

- 

.ill  ages 

: 

235 

j 

215 

180 

7-  INFANT  H0RTL1LITY: 


J  - 


)  infants,  4  males  and  5  females,  under  the  age  of  1  year  died 
during  1)60,  This  represents  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  16.6  which 
is  less  than  that  for  England  and  hales  (21.7).  The  causes  of  death 
of  these  infants  were  as  follows :  - 


Sex  ; 

-age 

Cause  of  Death 

TP 

£ 

8  hours 

j  1  (a)  Haemorrhage  pneumonia  of  the  newborn. 

M 

2  days 

|  l(a)  Atelectasis,  (b)  Prematurity. 

F 

1  day 

!  1(a)  Neonatal  lung  infection,  (b)  Prematurity. 

P 

. 

1  day 

l(a)  Atelectasis,  (b)  Prematurity. 

M 

1 . 

8  hours 

1(a)  Cerebral  anoxia,  (b)  Primary  atelectasis.  ! 

. 

P 

8  weeks 

1(a)  Ashyxia  due  to  (b)  mechanical  suffocation 
in  bed. 

ii.  Patent  ductus  anterious. 

M 

45  minutes 

1(a)  Congenital  thoracic  herniation  of  the 
viscera. 

M 

5  months 

l(a)  As 'iration  of  vomit us  due  to  hiatus  hernia. ; 

P 

15  minutes 

1(a)  Erythroblastosis  foetalis. 

(b)  Parental  rhesus  incompatability. 

8.  CANCER: 


The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  increased  from  81  in  1^53  to 
86  in  I960,  and  in  relation  to  the  total  number  of  deaths  the  rate 
yer  cent  decreased  from  18.2  in  1553  to  17.3  in  I960. 

The  parts  of  the  body  affected  are  given  in  the  following  table;- 


males 

Females 

Total 

I  Stomach 

2 

8 

10 

!  Lung  and  Bronchus 

13 

4 

!7  | 

I  Breast 

- 

15 

15  i 

!  Uterus 

- 

5 

5 

j  All  other  sites 

24 

1  15  |j 

33 

Total  | 

33 

47 

86 

The  incidence  of 
is  as  follows:- 

death  fro:.-'. 

Cancer 

during 

;  the 

last 

ten  years 

1351 

1352! 

1553 . 

1 354 : 

1355  ; 

1556- 

1357 

j  1558 

|  1 95  9  j 

1360 

Males  ■  27  j 

30  ; 

34  : 

...  .. 

j  32  J 

33 

3  ; 

j  27 

|  38  ! 

33 

Females  i  26 

1  33  | 

31  : 

;  38  | 

|  32  | 

37 

36 

j  28 

43  ; 

47 

Both  sexes  53 

| . 63  r 

65 

1  73  | 

64  | 

7°  j 

75 

55 

i  81  ; 

86 

Rate  per 

1,000  1.66 

Resident 

Population; 

:  i*  3>7 1 

2.04 

2.45 

1.3  : 

2.11; 

2.25 

j  1.63 

;  2.37  1 

2.48 

'  :  1 


. 
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9.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES: 

During  1560,  673  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  (excluding 
Tuberculosis)  were  notified,  which  is  3 >8  more  than  in  the  previous 
year. 

(a)  Measles 


539  cases  of  Measles  occurred  during  the  year,  ooapared  with  18# 

in  1353. 


The  seasonal  incidence  of  measles  in  the  St.  Thomas  Rural  District 
and  England  and  Vales  as  a  whole  was  as  follows:  - 


Jan. 

Feb.i  Mar. 

130  }  107 

API. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec 

St. 

: 

Thomas  j 

1  31 

: 

157 

23 

16 

3 

5 

-  13  48 

: 

| 

268 

156 

. 

8 

67 

England  = 

&  'dales  ! 

22 

,578 

23,684 

27,173 

78,513 

(b)  Whooping  Cough 

During  1>60,  28  cases  of  'Tho'-ping  Cough  were  notified,  as  compared 
with  19  in  the  previous  year. 

( c)  Scarlet  Fever 


38  cases  occurred  during  1  :60,  as  compared  with  33  cases  in  195 9« 
The  disease  was  of  a  mild  type,  and  no  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital. 


(d)  Diphtheria 


For  the  10th  consecutive  year,  there  has  been  no  cases  of  Diphtheria 
notified. 

(e)  i  oliouye litis 

.again  no  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year. 

(f )  Tabular  Statements  of  Infecti.us  Diseases 

The  incidence  during  I960  of  the  various  notifiable  infectious 


diseases  is  tabulated 

hereunder:  - 

Disease 

I  ji 

I  || 

:  ? 

Cases 

Notified 

Institutional 
cases  inclu¬ 
ded  in  Col.  2 

Cases  ad¬ 
mitted  to 
hospital 

!  Measles 

•  1 

539 

- 

i 

1 

|  Whooping  Cough 

28 

- 

i 

Scarlet  Fever 

:  :  | 

38 

5 

!  Dysentery 

hh 

34 

1 

: 

i  Pneumonia 

12 

3 

>tl 

!  Food  Poisoning  |j 

8 

5 

: 

|  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ji 

- 

1 

!  Erysipelas 

2 

: 

j  Ophthalmia 

j  Neonatorum 

1 

j 

i 

i 

■  > 
i  Gastro-Enteritis 

:  ; 

1 

- 

T0T4L 

\  j : 

673 

.  . 

3 

6  1 
i 

3* 


' 


■  ? 

•  .VA 


11 


* 


(g)  The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  grouped  according  to  age :  - 


Disease 

i  : 

Under 
1 _ 

1+ 

• . 

2+ 

3+ 

4+ 

i 

5+ 

10+ 

1 15+ 

20+ 

35+|  45+ 

: 

65+ 

Total 

1 oasles  10 

21 

~57 

50 

. . 

55 

321 

27 

. 1 . 

- 

.  — 

. . . •{ 

1 

-  |  533 

1  7/hooping  Cough 

3 

2 

5 

4 

3 

11 

- 

- 

28 

Scarlet  Fever 

j 

1 

2 

. 

2 

3 

5 

17 

6 

2 

- 

38  j 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

7 

3 

7 

5 

8 

10 

44  ; 

i  Pneumonia 

I  ; 

. I. 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

. 

4 

3 

j 

12  ! 

i 

1 

i  Food  Poisoning 

1 

- 

- 

. 

1 

2 

4 

. i 

8  I 

Gastro-Enteritis  : 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

. 

1 

i 

l  ! 

Erysipelas 

M 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2  1 

Ophthalr.iia 

Neonatorum 

: 

1 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1  ! 

i 

TOTAL 

t  . . 

|  15 

25 

61 

58 

65 1  35  2- 

42 

3 

11 

6 

15 

. 

14 

673  i 

(h)  The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  (numbers  notified)  of 


various 

infectie 

us  diseases 

during  the  last  10 

years 

Disease 

l|  1351 

1352 

1353 

1354 

1355 

lo56 

1357 

1358 

1355 

1360! 

Measles 

!l  748 

:  ; 

25 

644 

62 

283 

424 

67 

302 

180 

539 

T/hooping  Gough 

II  123 

48 

j  184 

134 

46 

107 

68 

53 

13 

28 

■Scarlet  Fever 

28 

25 

14 

13 

15 

02 

17 

33 

38: 

Dysentery 

8 

ii 

43 

1  15 

3 

1 

2 

14 

1 

1 

44 

Pneumonia 

II  55 

30 

28 

31 

48 

21 

30 

33 

28 

12 

Puerperal  {■  ^ 

Pyrexia 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1 

.  . 

3 

2 

—  | 

Erysipelas 

II  9 

7 

4 

- 

4 

n 

5 

- 

1 

2  ; 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

1 

4 

3 

3 

8 

5 

3 

4 

8  | 

Poliomyelitis 

i  { 

•  i 

- 

5 

1 

10 

1 

25 

-  | 

Cerebro-spinal 

fever 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

! 

Gastro-Enteritis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i  ! 

Para- typ ho id 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- ' 

- 

- 

,6 

} 

Typhoid 

- 

-  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

. 

- 

-  j 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

i  i 

i  i 

- 

- 

-  ;  - 

- 

2 

1 

1 

TOT-i+L 

j  j 

380 

I  i 

187  | 

301 

255  1 

418 

575 

253 

418 

275 

673  j 

I 
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10.  TUBERCULOSIS; 

During  1360,  13  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  (12  males 
and.  7  females).  The  majority  (16)  of  these  cases  were  clinically 
tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  and  the  remainder  (3)  tuberculosis  of  other 
parts  of  the  body.  There  was  in  addition  1  case  which  moved  into  the 
district  after  the  diagnosis  had  been  made  elsewhere,  making  a  total 
of  20  cases  in  all. 

On  receipt  of  a  notification  of  Tuberculosis  the  housing  conditions, 
milk  supply  etc,  are  investigated  in  collaboration  with  the  Chest 
Physician,  and  where  necessary  the  appropriate  re commenda tiers  are  made 
to  the  Housing  Committee. 


The  age  distribution  of  new  cases,  localisation  of  the  disease 
and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  1360  were  as  follows : - 


: 

^ge 

Period 

mi 

CaSSS 

DEATHS  j 

: 

|  RESPIRATORY  j 

j  NON-RESFIRaTORY 

RESPIRATORY  j 

i  : 

NON-  RESrlRlTORY  ; 

II  M  j 

j:  : 

F 

j  m 

F 

|  M  j 

F 

M 

F 

C  -  1 

|  ] 

. . . . . 3 

- 

**'*  . 1 

- 

- 

- 

: 

1  - 

1  -  i 

i 

| 

] 

- 

| 

- 

- 

— 

i 

2  - 

:  i 

■  | 

| 

!  ; 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5  -  | 

:  i 

;  i 

i 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 

| 

; 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  -  I 

2 

1 

1 

I  1 

- 

- 

!  i 

i 

45  -  j!  7 

: : 

: : 

2 

- 

1  - 

- 

- 

- 

65  -  ||  1 

1  2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

all  ages 

!  10 

6 

2 

1  1 

1 

- 

- 

: 

16 

3 

1 

IS . | . 1 


The  incidence  of  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  1351-1360  (including  inward 
transfers)  is  given  in  the  following  table: - 


1 1-351 

1352 

1353 

. 1354 

1355 

1356 

!957 

1358 

1359 

1360  | 

M  S 

PULMONPRY  i 
F  j 

1  13 

lit- 

17 

14 

19 

21 

20 

21 

“^4" 

11 

|  20 

17 

11 

13 

9 

14 

15 

10 

6 

8  i 

non-  ^  ! 

j  - 

4 

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

3 

2  ! 

PULMONiRYF  | 

1  5 

4 

6 

10 

5 

- 

1 

3 

3 

1  ! 

T0T.1L 

1 

44 

33 

35 

43 

34 

37 

40 

37 

26 

22  j 

The  incidence  of  new  cases  and  the  death  rate  of  Tuberculosis  during 
1360  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  were  0.57  and  0.02  respect¬ 
ively.  It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  there  are  two  largo  mental 
hospitals  in  the  area,  and  that  of  the  20  Tuberculosis  notified  during 
theXyear,  6  were  notified  from  these  institutions, but  no  deaths  occurred 
amongst  institutional  cases. 


. 


■ 


r 

>  i*  • 


• 


-  13  - 


11.  lidTIQNML  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT: 

The  Health  Services  provided  in  the  District  are  briefly  set  out 
below:  - 

(a)  HOSPITAL 

( i)  General 

The  Rural  District  is  well  served  by  the  following  hospitals: - 

1.  Royal  Devon  &  Exeter  Hospital.  Souther nhay  East,  Exeter. 

(Tel.  No.  59261)  322  beds. 

2.  Redhills  Hospital,  St.  Thomas.  Exeter. 

(Tel.  No.  76481;  179  beds  (including  27  part  III) 

3.  Exeter  City  Hospital,  Heavitree  Road,  Exeter. 

(Tel.  No.  77351)  209  beds. 

4*  Princess  Elizabeth  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Buckerell  Bore,  Exeter. 

(Tel.  No.  54217)  115  beds. 

5.  West  of  England  Eye  Infirmary.  Magdalen  Street,  Exeter. 

(Tel.  No.  73183)  62  beds. 

6.  Exmouth  Cottage  Hospital,  Claremont  Grove,  Exmouth. 

(Te.  No.  4381)  45  beds. 

7.  Budleigh  Salterton  Cottage  Hospital. 

(Tel.  No.  20)  21  beds. 


The  plastic  surgery  centre  for  Devon  is  held  at  the  Royal  Devon 
&  Exeter  Hospital  on  the  2nd  Thursday  in  alternate  months  from  3.30  a.n. 
to  12.30  p.m.  Mr.  F it z -Gibbon  and  Mr.  Bodenhan  of  the  S.V,r.  Regional 
Hospital  Board  attend. 


(ii)  Maternity 

1.  Redhills  Hospital,  St.  Thomas,  Exeter  -  10  beds. 

2.  Exeter  City  Hospital  (approximately  51  beds). 

3*  Royal  Devon  &  Exeter  Hospital  for  complicated  or  difficult  cases. 

4.  Poltimorc  Nursing  Home  -  4  beds. 


( iii) Isolation 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  are  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Yvhipton,  Exeter  (Tel.  No.  Exeter  67158)  as  in  previous 
years.  I  should  like  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  for  the 
ready  help  and  co-operation  given  at  all  times  by  Dr.  R.  P.  Boyd, 
the  Resident  Physician,  and  the  Staff  of  the  Hospital. 


( iv)  Smallpox 

A  smallpox  hospital  of  28  beds  at  Upton  Pyne  adminstered  by 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  available  in  case  of  need  (Te.  No. 
Stoke  Canon  207) . 
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So  far  as  the  Rural  District  of  St.  Thoms  is  concerned,  the 
consultants  who  ray  be  called  upon  to  assist  in  the  diagnosis  of 
smallpox  are  as  follows:- 

a)  lest  of  the  River  Exe. 

Dr.  D.  F.  Johnstone,  The  Isolation  Hospital,  Plymouth. 

(Tel.  No.  PLYMOUTH  64 311,  61437  and  3358). 

(a)  East  of  the  River  Exe. 

Dr.  E.  J.  C.  Wallace,  Health  Centre,  Vies  than  Road,  Weymouth. 

(Tel.  No.  VSYMOUTH  1645,  16  and  1513). 

(b)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES: 

During  1,60,  bacteriological  and  serological  examinations  have 
continued  to  be  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  7,  Dix's 
Field,  Exeter,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  13.  Moore,  whose  ready 
co-operation  and  help  I  wish  to  acknowledge,  -it  the  time  of  making 
this  report,  this  service  is  being  carried  out  in  teijporary  quarters 
in  the  University,  Gandy  Street,  Exeter. 

(c)  VENEREAL  DISEI.SE: 

Under  the  present  scheme,  free  advice  and  treatment  are  available 
to  all  persons  at  the  following  centre 

EXETER  IEXES  FEIEXES 

Royal  Devon  &  Exeter  Mon.  7-8  p.m.  lion.  6  -  7  p.m. 

Hospital  Fri.  2-3  p.m.  Fri.  3  -  4  p.m. 

( d )  CARE  GF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

Under  the  Devon  County  Council  Paternity  and  Child  .'elf are  Scheme, 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  were  held  during  the  year  at  the  following  centres 

(i)  The  Council  School,  Alphington,  on  the  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  from  2.0  p.m.  to  4*30  p.m., 
attended  by  Dr.  Archer. 

(ii)  The  Victory  Hall,  Broadclyst,  on  the  1st  Thursday  only 
of  each  month  from  2.0  p.m.  to  4*30  p.m.,  attended  by 

Dr.  Archer. 

(iii) The  Memorial  Hall,  Topsham,  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Thursday 
from  2.0  p.m.  to  4.3O  p.m.,  attended  by  Dr.  Archer. 


(iv)  The  America  Hall,  Pinhoe,  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of 
each  month,  from  2.0  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.  Dr.  Archer 
attends  the  1st  Tuesday  of  each  month. 


Parish 

Infants 

*T 

1-5 

years  + 

. . . . X 

Alphington 

: 

189 

56 

191 

i 

9 

Broadclyst 

i 

1  145 

O0 

31 

Topsham 

612 
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A.  A.  Newman. 

1  Bricklayer 

11  Watermen  (sewage) 

2  attendants 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OP  SAINT  THOMAS 


AIRTU;  L  REPORT  OP  TH5  ENGINEER 
POR  THE  YEAR"  ENDING  31st  MARCH  1961 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the'  Saint  Thomas  Rural  District 
Council : - 


Mr-.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  tenth  Annual  Report 
covering  the  work  undertaken  in  the  Engineer ’ s  Department 
during  the  twelve  months  ending  31st  March,  1961. 

No  alterations  have  taken  place  in  the  administrative 
boundary  of  the  District  during  the  current  year.  The  area 
of  the  District  being  11A?592  acres  and  some  21  miles  across 
from  east  to  west  arid  17  miles  from  north  to  south. 

Although  it  is  now  over  a  year  since  Exeter  City  Council 
made  far  reaching  proposals  to  incorporate  large  areas  of  the 
Saint  Thomas  District  within  the  City  Boundaries  the  decision 
of  the  Boundary  Commission  on  these  proposals  is  still 
awaited. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  mid-1960 
population  is  3U9598  (Permanent  Residents  only). 

The  activities  of  the  department  may  be  conveniently 
sub-divided  into  Sewerage,  Waterworks,  Housing  and  General 
Engineering  (including  Civil  Defence). 

\  •  *  t 

Details  Of  ‘  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Department  during 
the  year  follow:- 


1.  SEWERAGE  SECTION 

A.  Works  carried  out 


1  .  Doddiscombsleigh  -  Sewerage  &  Sewage  Treatment  Works 

Contract  No,  39  . 


Work  was  completed  on  the  laying  of  970  yards 
of  6i!  pitch  fibre  sewers  and  the  construction  of  a 
sewage  treatment  plant  to  serve  existing  properties 
and  the  new  Council  Housing  site  development. 


The  Contractors  were  Messrs .F .W.Davey  Ltd., 
and  the  contract  sum  £6, 602 .17.6d. 


-1  - 


2 .  Topsham 

(a)  Outfall  Sewer  -  Contract  No. 49 

Work  was  commenced  on  an  additional  15"  outfall 
into  the  River  Exe  near  the  bottom  of  Ashford  Road  to 
relieve  flooding  in  Perry  Road. 

Owing  to  the  bad  weather  it  was  necessary  to 
suspend  work  on  this  Contract  during  the  winter  months. 

The  Contractors  are  Messrs  A. E. Parr  Ltd.,  and 
the-  contract  sum  £4,466.5.5d. 


(b)  Tidal  Outfall  -  Contract  No.  52 

The  existing  outfall  in  the  Strand  was  repaired 
and  reconstructed. 

...  I 

The  Contractors  were  Messrs  A. E. Parr  Ltd.,  and 
the  contract  sum  £1, 129 .14 »9d. 


B .  Schemes  Prepared  and  Approved  by  the  Ministry 


1.  Rockbeare  -  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Treatment  Works 

Comprehensive  Scheme  to  serve  Rockbeare  village 
with  9”  sewers  including  integration  with  existing 
connections  and  construction  of  sewage  treatment 
works  at  a  cost  of  £14,500  (1954  prices). 

The  construction  of  this  scheme  was  deferred  by 
the  Ministry  until  after  the  provision  of  mains 
water . 

As  work  has  now  reached  an  advanced  stage  in 
the  Clyst  Valley  sewer,  it  has  been  agreed  that 
Rockbeare  should  be  connected  to  the  major  scheme 
rather  than,  a.'  separate  plapt. 

C „  Schemes  Prepared  and  awaiting  approval  by  the  Ministry 
1 .  Brampi’ord  Speke  -  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  original  scheme  for  this  v/ork  was  not 
approved  by  the  Ministry. 

A  further  scheme  has  been  designed  to  deal  with 
both  the  sewage  from  Brampford  Speke  and  Upton  Pyne0 

Approximately  4600  yards  of  sewer  will  be 
required  together  with  an  ejector  station. 

It  was  proposed  to  site  the  Treatment  Plant 
near  North  Bridge  and  discharge  the  effluent  down 
stream  from  the  Exeter  City  Council  raw  water  intake. 
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1 .Brampford  Speke  -  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 


continued : - 


The  estimated  cost  of  the  scheme  is  £42,900. 

An  inspection  has  been  made  by  an  Inspector 
from  the  Ministry  and  he  has  suggested  the  re-siting 
of  the  Pumping  Station. 

The  scheme  has  now  been  passed  to  the  Consulting 
Engineers  for  the  preparation  of  detail  drawings. 

2 .Stoke  Canon  and  Rewe  -  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

A  comprehensive  scheme  to  deal  with  the 
sewerage  of  both  Rewe  and  Stoke  Canon,  comprising 
3000  yards  of  sewer,  three  Pumping  Stations  and  a 
Treatment  Plant. 

An  inspection  has  been  made  by  an  Inspector  from 
the  Ministry  and  he  has  suggested  the  re-siting  of 
the ‘Pumping  Station. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  scheme  is  £47? 000. 

The  scheme  has  now  been  passed  to  the  Consulting 
Engineers  for  the  preparation  of  detail  drawings. 

3.Tedburn  St.  Mary  -  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

A  sewerage  scheme  for  the  village  excluding  the 
small  area  of  development  around  the  Church. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  houses,  the  whole 
of  the  system  would  be  gravitational  and  require 
3000  yards  of  sewer. 

A  small  treatment  plant  will  be  sited  to  the 
east  of  the  village  off  Lilybrook  Lane. 

The  estimated  cost  is  £29? 800. 

An  inspection  has  been  made  by  an  Inspector 
from  the  Ministry  and  a  report  is  awaited. 

The  scheme  has  now  been  passed  to  the  Consulting 
Engineers  for  the  preparation  of  detail  drawings. 

D.  Future  Schemes 

A  comprehensive  report  on  future  schemes  was 
submitted  to  the  Council  in  December  I960. 

E.  Cesspool  Emptier 

A  total  of  3 8  tanks,  cesspits  and  treatment 
■works  have  been  de sludged  regularly  under  supervision 
at  three  monthly,  monthly,  or  weekly  intervals  as 
required. 

This  figure  includes  25  Council  Housing  Site 
installations,  which  have  received  attention  on 
behalf  of  the  Housing  Department. 

In  addition  to  the  above  31  road  gullies  on 
six  Council  Housing  Estates  have  been  cleaned  out 
quarterly. 
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Works  carried  out  by  Direct  Labour 


Fo 


8 7  Choked  sewers  cleared. 

1  Manhole  Reconstructed. 

13  New  Manhole  Covers  and  frames  fixed. 


Brooks  and  ditches  cleaned  out  at  Broadclyst, 
Brampford  Speke,  Dunsford,  East  Budleigh, 
Harpford,  Kenton,  Newton  Poppleford, 
Poltimore,  Tedburn  St.  Mary,  Woodbury. 


Sewers  chained  at  Alphington,  Ide,  Kenton, 
Lympstone,  Starcross,  Woodbury. 


Exminster  -  Distributor  repaired. 

Starcross  -  Tidal  flaps  inspected  and  greased 

regularly . 

New  grid  fixed  at  open  end  of 
culvert » 


31  Southernhay  Offices  redecorated. 

East.  Venetian  Blinds  fitted. 

Window  boxes  re-planted. 

Committee  Room  -  installation  of  new 
windows  and  alterations  of  sky-light s- 
redecoratcd. 

Alterations  to  basement  and  duplicating 


room . 

St all combe 
Reservoir 

Flooding  from  compound  -  ditch  cut  back 
and  cleaned  out. 

Alphington 

Sandbags  placed  under  railway  culvert 
for  flood  first  aid. 

Clyst  St. Mary 

Sewer  trench  reinstated  and  site  cleared. 

Lympstone 

Weir  constructed.  Outfall  cleared.  Overflow 
control  installed. 

Flooding  - 
-General  - 

Assistance  given  in  flooded  areas,  including 
drying  out . 

Clyst  Honiton 

A.R.P.  Shelter  demolished,  removed  and  site 
made  good. 

Burrow 

New  sewerage  system. 
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11  WATERWORKS  DEPARTMENT 


A  Works  carried  out 


1 .  East  Regional  Water  Scheme 

( a)  Phase  1  Section  1 

(i)  Contract  No .  36  £75. 392-4-6d . 

L.S.  Sercombe,  Esq., 

24,000  yards  of  3”  to  15"  main  were  laid. 

(ii)  Contract  No.  48  £49,216. 

Messrs  Preload  Ltd., 

3  reservoirs  were  constructed  at  Stallcombe, 
Colaton  Raleigh  and  Hand  &  Pen. 

(b )  Phase  1  Section  2 

(i)  Contract  No.  47  £110, 766-9-8d . 

L.S .Ser combe ,  Esq., 

36,000  yards  3”  to  9"  main  were  laid. 

( c)  Phases  11  .and  111 

(i)  Contract  No.  55  £138, 831-12-9d . 

L.S .Sercombe,  Esq., 

17,500  yards  of  3SI  to  9”  main  have  been 
laid  during  the  year  under  report. 

(ii)  Contract  No.  56  £31,984. 

Messrs  Preload  Ltd., 

A  reservoir  at  White  Cross  was  completed 
and  work  is  well  advanced  on  the  new  Water 
Tower  at  Topsham. 

(iii)  Contract  No.  65  £l497-8-4d. 

L.S .Sercombe,  Esq., 

Work  has  not  yet  commenced  on  the  siteworks  for 
■  the  Halfway  Inn  Water  Tower. 

(iv)  Contract  No.  66  £104l-9-0d. 

L.S.  Sercombe,  Esq., 

Work  has  not  yet  commenced  on  the  siteworks 
for  the  reservoir  at  Cl.yst  Hydon. 

1  i  1 

(v)  Contract  No.  67  £74l-0-0d. 

Messrs  Braithwai tes . 

Delivery  of  the  Water  Tower  at  Half  Way  Inn 
is  awaited. 

(vi)  Contract  No.  68  £2050. 

'■  Messrs  Brai thwaites . 

Delivery  of  the  reservoir  at  Clyst  Hydon  is 
awaited. 

(vii)  Contract  No.  69  £1390. 

Pulsometer  Engineering  Co. 

Delivery  of  the  Booster ‘pumps  for  Stallcombe 
is  awaited. 

(viii)  Contract  No.  70  £1290. 

Pulsometer  Engineering  Co. 

Delivery  of  the  Booster  pumps  for  Clyst  Hydon 
is  awaited. 
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B. 


Schemes  prepared  and  approved  by  the  Ministry 


Bast  Regional  Water  Scheme 

Extensions  at  various  places  and  an  improved 
supply  to  Poitimore  at  a  cost  of  £65?  250 „ 

The  Contractor  is  L.S.  Sercombe  Esq.,  This  is 
an  extension  of  Contract  No.  55* 


C.  Chlorination  of  Water 


There  is  100£  chlorination  of  water  supplied 
throughout  the  District. 


D.  Waste  Detection 


Regular  night  flow  tests  are  made  to  keep  a 
check  on  the  Wastage  of  water  and  due  to  this 
precaution,  many  leaks  have  been  traced  and  repaired 
with  a  subsequent  saving  in  water  supplies. 


E.  Bulk  Supplies 

A  bulk  supply  was  given  throughout  the  year 
•to  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  for  the  parishes  of 
Dunsford,  Holcombe  Burnell  and  Alphington  (part), 
the  average  consumption  of  water  being  66,400 
gallons  per  day. 


P .  Tappings 

The  demand  for  tappings  still  continues, 

'205  being ‘made  in  the  year,  bringing  the  total  for 
ten  years  to  2889  or  an  average  of  289  per  year. 
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Development  of  Water  Undertaking 


The  Engineer's  Department  has  now  been  in  operation 
for  ten  years  and  the  relevant  particulars  of  the  progress 
attained  are  tabulated  below: - 


Formation  of 
Engineer ' s 
Department 

Present  Day 

Increase 

% 

1951/2 

1  960/61 

Population  Served 

81  00 

19,375 

140 

Daily  Domestic  Consumption 

-250000  ' 

534,400 

113 

Daily  Domestic  Consumption 

(per  head) 

31 

27.5 

-11.3 

Daily  Metered  Consumption 

11  000 

143,500 

1200 

Total  Daily  Consumption 
of  Water  (average) 

261000 

743,800 

185 

Bulk  Supplies  to  N.D.W.B. 

— 

66,400 

— 

ViTater  Mains 

30.93 

165 

430 

Reservoirs 

6 

18 

200 

Pumping  Stations 

4 

11 

175 

Chlorinators 

3 

11 

266 

Meters  (Consumers) 

73 

625 

753 

Meters  (Waste) 

'•..it* 

1. 

17 

1600 

These  figures  are  illustrated  by  the  graphs  on  the  next  page* 
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Works  carried  out 


The  following  are  the  main  works  additional  to 
maintenance  carried  out  during  the  year  by  direct 
labour :  - 


205  Tappings 

14  New  meters  fixed 

18  Stopcocks  renewed 

27  Services  relaid 

3  Sluice  Valves  repaired 

2  Hydrants  Repaired „ 

Ayle sbeare 

Council  Housing  Site  connected  to  mains 
water  supply. 

Emergency  water  supply  afforded. 

Bridf ord 

Pressure  Reducing  Valve  repairs. 

Broadclyst 

New  type  Fire  Hydrant  cover  &  Frame  fitted. 

3"  branch  for  l-?"  water  supply  provided  for 
private  development. 

Chris tow 

l 

i 

M.40  cover  renewed  on  P.R.V.  Chamber. 

Leaking  main  repaired  -  Butts  Lane. 

Clapham 

Sluice  valve  re-packed. 

Clyst  St 8Lawrence  Emergency  water  supply  -afforded . 


Dunchideock 

Pressure  Reducing  Valve. fixed. 

East  Regional 
Water  Scheme 

Chlorination  carried  out. 

Exminster 

Burst  •  in  3”  water  main  repaired. 

Water  main  extended  for  T.L.T.  private 
development  Howell’s  Estate  -  hydrant 
re -positioned . 

Flood  Relief 

Assistance  with  Hangar  driers. 

Harpford 

Emergency  repairs  to  starter  gear. 

Kennf ord 

Laying  new  6U  water  main  at  Ned  Cross  Hill 
for  road  improvement. 

Gissons  -  Water  tank  reclaimed  and  bore 

^  ?  * 

\ 

.•»  r  1 

sealed  off. 

■» 

Lymp stone  , 

Longmeadow  Estate  Development  -  3”  water 
main  laid. 

Otterton 

3"  water  main ^renewed  -  damaged  by  collapsed 
culvert  during  flooding. 

Hayes  Lane  -  J>00  ft,  of  1”  alkathene  pipe 
and  new  copper  services  laid. 

Poltimore 

A.O.C.  3”  meter  changed  and  pit  reconstructed. 
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Works  carried  out 


continued 


Rockbeare 

Marsh  Green  -  pump  removed  and  spare 
pump  fitted. 

Sbillingf ord  St. 

George . 

Mains  extension  laid  for  private 
development 

Burst  in  4"  water  main  repaired. 

4,?  Sluice  valve  fitted. 

Topsham 

Monmouth  Avenue  -  burst  water  main 
repaired . 

Upton  Pyne 

Burst  3"  water  main  repaired. 

Woodbury 

Exton  -  Burst  service  to  Post  Office 
renewed . 

Town  Lane  -  emergency  repairs  to  service 
one  lejigth  3”  asbestos  main  renewed. 

III.  GENERAL 


A  Hous ing  (to  the  30th  September  i960  only) 

1 .  Alphington  Housing  Siteworks 

Contract  No.  46 
Value  £34,899.6.2. 

Contractor:-  Messrs  W  &  J.  Glossop  Ltd., 


Work  on  this  contract  was  completed  except  for 
carriageway  surfacing. 

2 .  Alphington  Housing 

Contract  No,  60 
Value  £40,221. 

Contractor:-  Messrs  Selleck  Nicholls  Ltd., 


A  slow  start  was  made  on  this  work, 

3.  Topsham  -  Globefield 

(a)  Siteworks 

Bills  of  Quantities  were  prepared  and  tenders 
obtained. 

Value  £7,405.2.5. 

Contractor:-  Messrs  W.J. Clemens  &  Co., 

(b)  Plans  for  the  flats,  houses  and  Community 
Centre  were  prepared  and  approved  in  July. 

4.  Dunsf ord 

Porches  at  Council  Houses 


Bills  of  Quantities  were  prepared  and 
tenders  obtained. 

Value  £748.19.6. 

Contractor:-  Messrs  Brimblecombe  Bros., 


5.  Garages 

(a)  Shillingf ord 
6  Garages 

Value  £1,010.15.7. 

Contractor:-  Messrs  P.W.Davey. 

Works  completed. 

(b )  Exminster 
12  Garages 

Value  £1,030.14.8. 

Contractor:-  Messrs  Wilco  Tarmacadam  Co. Ltd., 
V/ork  commenced  during  period  of  report, 

( c)  Starcross 
3  Garages 

Detail  Drawings  prepared  and  approved. 
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6.  Pinhoe , 


Detail  drawings,  specification  prepared  and 
tenders  obtained. 


Value 

Contractor : - 


£10,213.0.0. 

J.R. Cowley  Esq., 


7.  Punch ideock 


( a)  Si teworks 


Value 


£1734.14.5. 


Contractor:-  Messrs  W.J.Glossop  Ltd., 

(b )  Houses 

Detail  plans  prepared  for  four  houses  and 
two  bungalows. 

Estimated  cost  £15,500. 


B.  Petroleum  Licences 


Regular  inspections  were  made  of  the  various 
installations  in  the  district.  148  premises  are  now 
licensed  to  sell  petroleum. 


C .  .Council  Offices 

Structural  alterations  and  decorations  were  * 
carried  out  in  thf>  Committee  Room  and  on  the  Second 
Floor . 

IV  CONCLUSION 

• 

During  the  year  the  0.  and  M.  report  was  received  although 
the  remarks  made  about  the  Engineer’s  Department  were  most 
satisfactory,  the  recommendations  made  on  the  Report  were 
unfortunately  not  adopted  by  the  Council. 

In  view  of  the  various  changes  that  have  taken  place 
in  the  year  it  is  interesting  to  look  back  over  the  last 
few  years  at  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Engineer’s  Department* 
Since  1955  a  total  value  of  schemes  designed  and  /or 
constructed  by  the  Department  has  been  £1,010,652  whilst, 
according  to  the  Finance  Department,  the  total  salaries  etc., 
paid  to  the  Staff  of  the  Engineer’s  Department  has  been 
£335141.  In  addition  to  capital  works,  the  maintenance  of 
all  existing  schemes  was  also  carried  out. 

Thus  the  overall  figure  for  design  and  supervision  of 
construction  and  maintenance  was  3%» 

In  addition  a  number  of  schemes  have  been  prepared  in 
outline  but  the  cost  of  these  is  not  included,  so  that  the 
above  figures  are  factual. 

Although  a  small  charge  for  overheads  should  be  added 
to  the  a  much  larger  amount  is  deductable  for  maintenance 

works  for  which  salaries  cannot  be  allocated  to  capital 
works.  When  this  adjustment  is  made  it  will  be  apparent 
that  the  position  is  even  more  favourable  reducing  the 
percentage  for  capital  works  to  less  than  2%  or  about  hall 
that  of  the  latest  quotation  from  the  Consulting  Engineers. 
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It  must  also  bo  appreciated  that  the  salaries  mentioned 
have  been  paid  out  of  Revenue  whereas  it  is  customary  for 
Consultant  Engineers  fees  to  be  added  to  the  Capital  and 
Loan  Costs  of  a  scheme?  the  net  effect  of w hich  is  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  gross  charge  due  to  the 
re-payments  over  a  long  period. 

In  April?  i960  I  was  awarded  the  Silver  Medal  of  the 
Association  of  Rural  District  Surveyors  for  the  first  place 
in  the  Annual  Exhibition  of  Work.  Although  nominally  the 
award  is  made  to  the  Engineer?  it  represents  an  appreciation 
of  the  work  executed  by  the  Department  as  a  team. 

As  in  previous  years  there  has  been  steady  progress  in 
the  provision  of  piped  water  supplies  in  the  district. 

The  East  Regional  Water  Scheme  has  maintained  steady  progress. 

By  the  time  this  project  has  been  completed?  it  would 
appear  that  the  undertaking  will  be  incorporated  in  a  Water 
Board  and  hence  the  Council  will  never  have  the  opportunity 
of  enjoying  control  of  its  own  final  scheme. 

As  in  other  years  the  Technical  staff  and  I  have  dealt 
with  a  considerable  amount  of  work  outside  normal  working 
hours  resulting  in  numerous  call-outs  to  deal  with  various 
emergencies . 

I  would  like  to  -record  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council?  Water  and  Sewerage 
Committee  and  Chief  Officers  of  other  Departments?  for  their 
help  and  ready  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I  am?  Mr.  Chairman?  My  Lord?  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant? 

C.  HOWARD  PENDLEBURY? 

Engineer . 
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